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Preface

The International Research Center for Japanese Studies (Nichibunken) held symposiums
annually starting from the fiscal year 1995 in various regions across the globe on a subject
matter that took the research circumstances of each region into account, while viewing it
as an opportunity to promote exchanges with local researchers playing an active role in
Japanese studies there. Although this method achieved significant results, particularly in
regions where Nichibunken had not yet built collaborative relationships, we concluded this
practice in the fiscal year 2013 based on the recognition that all such regions had been
covered. In response to the current situation whereby young active researchers in the
field of Japanese studies were emerging with an approach from a variety of novel perspec-
tives, we held the current international symposium at Nichibunken in Kyoto in the fall of
2014, envisaging a global assembly rather than an assembly for each region.

The executive committee who prepared the symposium discussed the transforma-
tion in the contents of Japanese studies. Since the beginning of the 21* century, academic
discourses surrounding Japan have undergone a significant change against the backdrop of
the rapidly changing international situation. While the viewpoint that positively evaluated
Japan’s brilliant economic success has receded into the background, Japanese popular cul-
ture, as exemplified by manga and animation, has increasingly attracted attention. More
importantly, we discussed the current situation wherein the hitherto dominant study
methods were relativized and a wide variety of problem settings and routes to solution
arose from each academic field. The title of the overall symposium was derived from the
discussion and it was named “New Vistas: Japanese Studies for the Next Generation.” It
comprised the following three perspectives: “Reappraising Japanese Film,” “New Develop-
ments in the Study of Popular Culture,” and “Bunmeikaika in Global History,” each of
which made up the 1st to 3rd session to be reported below.

In addition, the major characteristic of this symposium is that each of these sessions
were planned by pairing a researcher of Nichibunken with a researcher in Japanese studies
living overseas. From the initial phase of the plan, direction for the session was discussed
through close collaboration between two co-organizer, one from our side and the other
from outside, while making broad contact with researchers in various countries and pro-
ceeding to request researchers to make presentations. This relativized the basic character
of the symposium as not being based on the perspective unique to Nichibunken, as well as
bringing about rich study exchange processes right up to the day of the symposium.

On the day of the symposium, we took sufficient time for free discussion after the
presentations, and the open-hearted discussion proceeded as expected. As the committee
members who planned this event, we are very pleased that it has provided the opportunity
for researchers in Japan and overseas, particularly young researchers who will lead the
next generation, to communicate and open up a new frontier in Japanese studies. The next
study collaborations between researchers who met here have already started to be seen.
In what follows, papers that presenters completed in view of discussions on the day have
been collected. Thank you to the presenters, and to those who participated as commenta-
tors in each session for enriching the discussions.

This report has been edited through the collaboration of three members on the side
of Nichibunken who were in charge of each session. Lastly, we would like to use this space
to express our deep appreciation to Dick Stegewerns from the University of Oslo (session
1), Wu Yongmei from the University of Hong Kong (session 2), and Harald Fuess from
Heidelberg University (session 3) who have kindly coordinated with us as the joint orga-
nizers in planning this symposium.
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