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Session 3
Bunmeikaika in Global History

Joint Organizer: SANO Mayuko, Harald FUESS

The trend of relocating Japanese political and diplomatic history or the history of cul-
tural exchange in the global movements of their contemporaries and trying to relativize
them, instead of seeing them as foreign relations unique to Japan, is rapidly emerging
among historians who are expected to lead the next generation in each country, regard-
less of whether they are experts in the history of Japan or in International Relations
with Japan as one of their study subjects. This session discussed “bunmetkaika”, which
had been received as the term reflecting Japan's unique cultural transformation process
and its time, with each researcher presenting his or her “world historic views”. It was
also aimed to help build a future research network among them.

Two presentations discussed tea trading (Robert Hellyer) and pottery trading
(Huang Rongguang) between Japan and Western countries, and reviewed their develop-
ments while focusing on the involvement of Japan’s neighboring countries. One presenta-
tion reexamined the international evaluation of the Meiji Constitution in the context of
its time, based on historical materials (Takii Kazuhiro). Another presentation (Susan
Barnes) relocated the measure for Hansen's disease in the context of the development
of international health policies. While all of these developed discussions locating the
movement of Japanese society after the Meiji Restoration in the context of global his-
tory, they had a slightly different take from each other on Japan in international con-
texts, and demonstrated various possibilities for future studies. In addition, subsequent
to these presentations, Melanie Trede, an expert in the history of Japanese fine arts, and
Kawashima Shin, an expert in the diplomatic history of East Asia, appeared on stage
and provided further multi-faceted perspectives.

I would like to mention that the outcomes of this study exchange have already
been adapted to plan for international conferences, etc., with similar motives to this one,
that have been and will be held in various places globally, with the 150th anniversary of
the Meiji Restoration as momentum. (SANO Mayuko)



