from their point of view: they were apprehensive of moving
forces that would disrupt civilization and saw them as potentially
responsible for a relapse into barbarism. In contrast, there was
also another trend that avoided the categorization of citizens as
one subject and examined the whole as consisting of different
kinds of groups acting upon each other.

When we launch a research program without clarifying and
narrowing down the meaning of vague terms like “mass” as
distinct from “culture,” we obviously become entangled in the
political rhetoric of “demands of society”/“needs”/*recycling for
benefit of society.” Furthermore, the critique and problematic
inherent in the concept of taishii disappears, as if hiding in the
dark without a trace.

Speaking of “recycling for the benefit of society,” of course
the research community is itself a part of society. When it comes
to “coping,” just as the lotus is rooted in the soil, scholars start
their work by transposing it into research projects defined by
clear concepts. In other words, we transpose our universal physis
(nature) into empirical and metaphysical inquiry. After that
the lotus stretches for the “ab-solute,” aiming for the sunlight,
astonishing and gratifying us with its tranquil pop. Brilliant—this
tone cannot limit itself to primary expectations of the social
environment. At least from the perspective of the behest to
“Cope with your environment!” some may anticipate the kind
of dialectic cultivated in, among others, a pond in the capital of
“peace and safeness.”

(Submitted in English, Japanese)

December 2016- March 2017
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to honor its residents, in recognition of his contributions to
the enhancement of culture in the field of folklore studies
and cultural anthropology and for his designation in 2016
by the Japanese government as a Person of Cultural Merit,
achievements that invigorate and inspire the residents of
Inagawa.

e
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Komatsu Kazuhiko, director-general of Nichibunken, is INSFIEZEFTEDNESNITHTRAZEZZE LE L
the recipient of the Inagawa-cho Chomin Eiyo Sho, an 7= RA% N O b NFEZ DS EFIC BT LD
award founded by the Hyogo prefecture town of Inagawa e
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At the Sokendai Cultural Forum 2016, held December
10, 2016, Mitsuhira Yuki, Project Research Fellow at
Nichibunken, was awarded the Sokendai Cultural Research
Encouragement Prize.

The Sokendai Prize was founded in 2016 to recognize
outstanding achievements in research by students of the
Sokendai School of Cultural and Social Studies as well as to
stimulate research activities at the school. Research fellow
Mitsuhira is the first recipient of the prize.

The prize applauds Ms. Mitsuhira’s research on “Music
Therapy and Its Ideological Foundation in the Edo and
Meiji Periods,” which examines the Edo period discourse
on health as well as the process of reception in Meiji-era
Japan of Western medical theories of musical therapy.
Ms. Mitsuhira’s vigorous research activity, including her
planning of the Sokendai Cultural Forum held during her
tenure at Sokendai and oral presentation, was also highly
commended.
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Nichibunken Forum (in Japanese)

#306: December 13: ZFEdl RN ERERFAH L.
EEREAS ez > 2= E AR ), Tk
DORTRE L FHE R o 7a 8~ BEER ) [JIANG Long
Fan, Professor of Tianjin Foreign Studies University
and Visiting Research Scholar of Nichibunken, “The
North Korean Nuclear Issue and China’s New Policy
Towards the Korean Peninsular”]

#307: January 10: X747 A « NALT O « TR
REAERRR. ERRHAS et > 2= EL TS
B). DO E R HE 5 —s#OMY
#. EBEERZF0IC) [Matthias HAYEK, Associate
Professor of University Paris Diderot-Paris 7 and
Visiting Research Scholar of Nichibunken, “Rethinking
Early Modern Knowledge and Practicality: The Case of
Baba Nobutake, a Kyoto Polymath™]

#308: February 10: Rizdi (GREAZETO—/N)VH
AR R, ERAA et > 2= EA
2R 8). [HENDEZS TR V772 FRIk] —
i) TE ) TSR] 29 —"7—KR&LT | [SONG
Whan-bhum, Deputy Director of Global Institute
for Japanese Studies, Korea University and Visiting
Research Scholar of Nichibunken, “Thinking about “the
East Asian Safety Community” from Kyoto: Based on
the Keywords of “Wars” “Disasters” and “History””’]

Public Lecture (in Japanese)

#64: March 9: &/l 7 (HEREAS LWL > 2 —
FEBIEO. [ LA ERORRE—GRARE D 5
Wr#HER £ Tl /HEE— (HEEASES
YR —HE). [HRDORR L EF U A FE
[FURUKAWA Ayako, Specially Appointed Assistant
Professor of Nichibunken, “The Contemporaneity
of Kamigata Comedy: From the Soganoya to the

Shochiku Shinkigeki” / INOUE Shoichi, Professor
of Nichibunken, “Japanese Popular Culture and
Christianity”]

Commemorative Lecture by Komatsu Kazuhiko,
Nichibunken Director-General to Celebrate his
Designation as Bunka korosha (Person of Cultural
Merits): March 28: /NRFIEZ ([E B H A AL 5%
TR —fE). TRE BN THOSE —FRA DM
AN%E] [KOMATSU Kazuhiko, Director-General of
Nichibunken, “40 years of fun with yokai: my life as an
academic”]

Nichibunken-IH]J Forum (in Japanese)

#10: January 20: Fmaste (EFEHASUERIZEE > 22—
HHER), TEEESOXYE : HNEFEN L DE
[GUO Nanyan, Associate Professor of Nichibunken,
“Foreign Languages in the Formation of Shiga Naoya’s
Literature”]

Nichibunken-IHJ Forum in Kyoto: March 7: 77 % X -
WA T (R—=bZ Y FMILRZBR) ., [THRET %
MmE] —EEBDL EREE ) R (EREAR
AEWE v 2 —RIATR - B0R) . [TERERDH D
7ziBE O 711> 7 ¢ 7] [Kenneth RUOFF, Professor
of Portland State University, “The Empire of Mobility:
Avenues for New Research about Wartime Tourism
and Postcards” / LIU Jianhui, Deputy Director-General
and Professor of Nichibunken, “Frontiers of Empire as
depicted by War Artists”]

Symposium (in Japanese)
December 5 - 6: [$5 A KRS @ % 50 Fx

2 LT/ [Reflections on DT Suzuki: Commemorating
the 50th Anniversary of His Death ]
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Nichibunken Thursday Seminar (in Japanese)

#233: December 22: 1|12 (EFRHASUEWIZT >
Z—BhED. Tana> 7 ZA0H—ERO R 7]
[ISHIKAWA Hajime, Assistant Professor of
Nichibunken, “With the Simplicity of Columbus’ Egg:
Showing Sources’]

#234: January 19: ¥—72 « E « U2 L GUERT A
DARZEAY =V T LR TAT A NALY OF
U e T PO RZHEER, BEREASUEsE 22—
NEAFZRE). TRENEHWE &FEpoEaTLd?
avy— 7 LEE? ]

[Mark E. LINCICOME, Director of Kyoto
Consortium for Japanese Studies, Matthias HAYEK,
Associate Professor of University Paris Diderot-Paris
7 and Visiting Research Scholar of Nichibunken,
“New Visions of Nichibunken: Advanced Studies?
Consortium?”’]

#235 February 16: ‘2pEE— (ERAASUEHI
Z—Bh#0. TR dtERF RO & KA )

[GOZA Yiichi, Assistant Professor of Nichibunken,
“Strategy and the Samurai in the North/South Court
Period”]

Nichibunken Evening Seminar (in English)

#213: December 8: Joanne McCALLUM (Ph.D.
Candidate of Academy for Innovation and Research,
Falmouth University and AHRC Research Fellow of
Nichibunken, “Nature as Master? : Exploring Affect,
Environment, and Shinto-Buddhist Traditions in the
Craft of Japanese Bamboo Basket Making”

#214: February 2: Yen-Yi CHAN (Ph.D. Candidate
of University of Kansas and Research Student of
Sokendai), “Family Memories in Place, Time, and
Motion: The Kofukuji Nan’endd and Its Buddhist
Icons”

#215: March 2: Jan SYKORA (Associate Professor of
Charles University and Deputy-Director of the Institute
of East Asian Studies and Visiting Professor of Osaka
University), “Consume or Perish!: Making of Consumer
Society in Interwar Japan”

Lecture

#148: December 21: Roy STARRS, University of
Otago Associate Professor, “Japan's Perennial New
Man: The Liberal and Fascist Incarnations of Royama
Masamichi” (in English)

#149: December 12: 7T BB (TT AR ESE R FEET ).
(TS ORES ] &13751ch ? | [TAKEMURA Tamio,
Former Professor of Osaka Sangyo University, “About
the “History of Our Working Places”: a Historical
Retrospection” (in Japanese)]

New Appointments
Visiting Research Scholar

Bert WINTHER-TAMAKI, University of California,
U.S.A. (January 1 — December 31, 2017)

Nicolas FIEVE, East Asian Civilisation research Center,
France (February 1, 2017 — January 31, 2018)

Japan Foundation Research Fellow

Meghen JONES, Alfred University, U.S.A. (January 10
—August 10,2017)

JSPS Research Fellow

FERIR. oK ER, FEE

[YOOK Young Soo, Chung-ang University, Korea]
(December 26,2016 — February 23,2017)

RRE, BOLEREI R, FHE

[HAN Binna, Northeast Normal University, China]
(January 30 — March 31, 2017)

Visiting Research Fellow
BRER, ERRAR. #HE

[YI Kangmin, Hanyang University, Korea]
(December 26, 2016 — January 25,2017)
T, FEERY. H

[YU Hua, Qingdao University, China]

(December 26,2016 — May 26, 2017)
Aldo TOLLINI, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy
(March 1 —May 31, 2017)
Edoardo GERLINI, University of Florence / Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice, Italy
(March 1 — August 31,2017)
Cynthia VIALLE, Leiden University, Netherlands
(March 2 —28,2017)
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