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The Art of arranging flowers has always been regarded in Japan as an
elegant accomplishment, though by no means an effeminate one.

It is true that the education of ladies of rank was not considered
complete without the acquisition of some skill in composing with
flowers, and the names of several noted artistes are found in the list of
adepts.

Far from being, however, exclusively a female accomplishment, the art
has been principally practised by men of culture whose occupations have
spared them leisure for aesthetic pursuits. Priests, philosophers, and men

of rank who on account of declining years, or from political causes, had
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retired from a more active life have been its most enthusiastic patrons
and devotees.

As a close examination of the principles of Japanese floral design will
shew, there is a bold and masculine vigour displayed in the best
compositions which comes far more within the compass of the stronger

than of the weaker sex.
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