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A garden in Japan is a representation of the scenery of the country, though it is
essentially a Japanese representation. Favourite rural spots and famous views serve

as models for its composition and arrangement.
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It is the artistic aspect of Japanese gardens, as shown in the methods of design

employed, which will be mainly considered in the present treatise.
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This treatment of a landscape garden, not merely as an artistic medley of pretty
contours and choice vegetation, but as a single composition, abounding in
suggestions of natural spots and favourite fancies, is one which seems to give to the

Japanese art a rank and importance unsurpassed by any other style.
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Other sentiments, such as peaceful retirement, modesty, prosperity, old age, and

connubial felicity, have been attributed to famous historical examples.
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---the writer’s task is partly accomplished if he succeeds in showing that beneath
the quaint and unfamiliar aspect of these Eastern compositions, there lie universally
accepted Art truths.
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Robbed of its local garb and mannerisms, the Japanese method reveals aesthetic
principles applicable to the gardens of any country, teaching, as it does, how to

convert into a poem or picture a composition, which, with all its variety of detail,

otherwise lacks unity and intent.
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