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I have been concerned for some time about what has
increasingly appeared to me as the trivialization of
Japanese Studies, or what we might call HAHFZED
kAL, or the Shumi-fication of Japanese Studies, to
coin a term. Where and how did this happen? I think
there are two reasons. First is the impact of Oriental-
ism during the late nineteenth century, when scholars
like Lafcadio Hearn shaped Western attitudes about
Japanese culture in line with their own escapism. Since
then Orientalism has been increasingly embraced
by Japanese scholars as well. Second, and the more
proximate cause, is the critique of modernization
theory, which reached a highpoint in the 1980s. For
all its faults, modernization theory tried to make Japan
universally relevant by linking it to a general theory
of social and political development.

But when applied to Japan, modernization theory
was all too often implicitly tied to the Japanese State
and served as a justification for the rehabilitation of the
postwar State. The fundamental goal of the critique of
modernization theory was to separate Japanese culture
from the State, and that was not necessarily a bad thing
to do. But the result was to reposition Japanese culture
(which was and is by definition framed nationally)
from the State to the nation, a nation defined in ethnic
cultural terms as minzoku (the other national option,
kokumin, cannot be theoretically alienated from the
State). One finds the impact of ethnic nationalism
to be undeniably present in Japanese Studies after
modernization theory, even in scholarship that seems
remote from nationalist topics. Often, only the trace
of minzoku is implicit in forms of moral and cultural
relativism. And the impact of relativism in this post-
modernization Japanese Studies has left the field

splintered. Under the reign of relativism, no one can
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say what is or is not a topic worthy of serious atten-
tion. And so the shumi-fication of Japanese Studies
continues apace, in a kind of academic free-for-all that
tells our colleagues outside the field, and the general
public, that we really don’t know why Japan is worth
their attention.

What we need today is a theory for Japanese
Studies that reasserts Japan’s universal significance
without falling into national frameworks based
on nation or State, and that do not confine Japan’s
significance to the Asian region. Regionalism only
threatens to reintroduce the kind of Orientalism
that modernization theory tried to replace in its day.
Tanaka Kotard provided an important hint for the way
forward when he wrote in 1935 that “I do not think
it impossible for Japanese to make efforts to propa-
gandize Japan’s particular culture overseas. Indeed, it
is because I am dissatisfied with how Europeans and
Americans treat our culture as a mere object of their
sentimental curiosity about foreign countries that [ am
ardently desirous that the real essence of our culture
be fully introduced. But that must not be done from
an imperialist motive of promoting Japanese culture
as a commodity overseas. I want it to be done with
the humble attitude that sees Japanese culture in its
rightful place as one part of global human culture.”

Tanaka’s point about the baneful effects of curios-
ity and commodification can be explained through
Josef Pieper’s distinction between curiositas (rest-
less curiosity) and studiositas (serious scholarship).
Curiositas is merely a kind a frenetic activity that is
often defined by the broader amusement culture. It is
relativistic. It leads the Japan scholar to write on topics
determined by mere personal taste or market forces
rather than from deeper, universal questions about the
nature of man. Because curiositas fails to engage with
reality (often it rejects the very existence of reality or
Truth), it fails to satisfy the researcher, who turns to
more and more exotic topics in the hopes that this time
one will satisfy. But it doesn’t. And the result often is
a boredom that spills over into the field of Japanese
Studies, and raises questions about whether “Japan
matters anymore.” Of course the problem is not Japan
or Japanese culture, but the Orientalist or utilitarian
way in which Japanese culture is often toyed with.

If Japanese Studies is to survive as a serious
branch of humanistic knowledge, it needs to be more
than “international.” It needs to be global. Tanaka

suggested in his magisterial study A Theory of Global
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Law how universal trends toward the unification of law
were strengthening in the early 1930s. Similarly, we need
to explore the possibility of a globalized Japanese Studies
that can respond to universal problems, a field grounded
in studiositas that delves deeper than relativistic curiositas
and resists the pressures of commodification. There is no
better place to begin than with Tanaka’s call for scholars
to locate “Japanese culture in its rightful place as one part
of global human culture.”

(Submitted in English)
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Nichibunken Forum (in Japanese)
#290: June 11: fhiE— GRIUSVERERAREEE .
BXE AW It > 2= E AR E) . kDL
e MIc R o e B —16 i DHF & 2 .0
— ] [PARK Jungil, Professor of Busan University
and Visiting Research Scholar of Nichibunken, “The
Goddess of Fire and the Man who Became a God: On
the 16th Century Ido Tea Bowl”]
#291: July 7: U7 - bRkady - Xbhavy - 4
Tua TR (TIVH) T ENTLE B E A AT
S —E BN, EEEASUEE 22—kt
B). [BAGED—HARDGHMERICEIT S T
Ml OB ZFDERRIH - T [Galia Todorova
PETKOVA GABROVSKA, Guest Lecturer of National
Academy for Theatre and Film Arts, Sofia, Bulgaria
and Visiting Research Fellow of Nichibunken, “Onna
Mono: On the Appearance and Representation of
‘Women’ in Japanese Traditional Performing Arts™]
#292: September 15: UF v —F -+ X (F
INA F ML RZHE., ERAAS eI > 2 —
NEAZRE)., [ TEAZRICEEIN, TAKIC
BENnzoMn NEF¥Y T RX—LLTDOARY
/A ./ 22k ] [Richard TORRANCE, Professor of
Ohio State University and Visiting Research Scholar
of Nichibunken, “Why Is He so Loved and so Hated
Susano’o no Mikoto as Literary Character”]
#293: October 13: 7BV « R—7 (YVa—vaoY
REEEF . EE A A7t > 2 —NE AR E).
(& & #E & b OB E——H P RERERIC 5 5 5 T
[Kevin DOAK, Professor of Georgetown University and
Visiting Research Scholar of Nichibunken, “The Basis
of Law, Education and Culture: Lessons from Tanaka
Kotaro (1890-1974)”]
#294: November 17: ZZHM CURKFZEHEZ., FHER
HASUE > 2 —=SNE A E), THEDN DS
R7ZB 777 OJFEH | [LEE Yong-sang, Professor of
Woosong University and Visiting Research Scholar of
Nichibunken, “A View of East Asian History through

Nichibunken Newsletter No. 92

the Railway™]

Nichibunken Thursday Seminar (in Japanese)

#218: June 18: it 1 (EFRHASULWZE > 22—
BFD . [ HAKFMEFI— S & 25 [KUSUNOKI
Ayako, Associate Professor of Nichibunken, “U.S.—
Japan Security Relationship Studies: History and
Theory”]

#219: July 16: 7 _Ef7R (ERHASUEWZE > 2 —
FHEBhED . THAGTHEONG KR T — % N— X
RESRCT51) T [ISHIGAMI Aki, Specially Appointed
Assistant Professor of Nichibunken, “Towards the
Construction of an Image Database for Early Japanese
Books”]

#220: September 17: BA—7 (EFEHA LI
VE—HE) ., FrE (EBREAS b > 2 —#
). JeHEFEH (ERRBASUbWgE > 2 —EEED
BAR—RE P EM#EAORr (i) OX
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RED TR ) GAIHEERTE, 2015 F) Z#Hs |
[KURAMOTO Kazuhiro, Professor of Nichibunken,
USHIMURA Kei, Professor of Nichibunken, MITSUTA
Kazunobu, Associate Professor of Nichibunken,
“Judgments on Two Recent Books by Professor
Kuramoto Kazuhiro: In the Shadows of the Imperial
Succession in the Heian Period (KADOKAWA, 2014)
[the “‘Mad’ Emperors] and the Birth of ‘Travel’ (Kawade
Shobo Shinsha, 2015) [‘Travel” along the Tokaido]”]
#221: October 22: ZHEE (EEEHA LIS
VR —REBIRE) . T/NREk (BB 2XK5T 5
[SUGITA Tomomi, Research Fellow of Nichibunken,
“KOIZUMI Magane Represents Taiwan™’]
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R ENFED & D | [Frederik CRYNS, Associate
Professor of Nichibunken, Cynthia VIALLE, Researcher
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