Thoughts upon Retirement
SHIRAHATA Yozaburd (Professor Emeritus)

I retired from Nichibunken in March 2014, having served
on its faculty for 26 years, since its founding. Over these
years I have received the help and support of many people
and would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude.

At Nichibunken, I enjoyed to the utmost the freedom
to pursue my research. Perhaps the most enjoyable years
were the first decade or so; we had very lively and heated
discussions about the construction of the Research and
Administrative Wings, including the Common Room,
the faculty offices, and the joint research room, as well
as on how they would be used. I pursued my individual
research, led team research projects, and held seminars
and symposiums inviting various scholars from overseas.
I often traveled overseas to attend symposiums, deliver
lectures, and do some research. Every day was exceed-
ingly busy, but it was all enjoyable and fulfilling.

The last 10 years, however, since the incorporation of
national universities in 2004, have been quite different.
The incorporation has shaken the values of research and
scholarship, especially in the humanities, to its very core.
Encroachment on research time in the name of “admin-
istrative duties” is becoming the new normal. I frankly
feel that we have entered an era that is not conducive to
serious scholarship. It is an era when people, while not
seeing the further layers of supervision and organizational
realignment as necessary, follow along with the tide.

My understanding is that Nichibunken was founded
for the purpose of pursuing international, interdisciplinary,
and integrated research on Japanese culture. The purpose
cannot possibly be international, interdisciplinary, and
integrated “PR and propaganda” or “education.” Healthy
competition in research and scholarship makes great
sense, but much damage and little benefit will result
from competition in education or self-promotion.

The overall purpose of inter-university research
institutes is probably to allow concentration on
research that cannot be done elsewhere. I hope that
Nichibunken will treasure its tradition of providing a
research environment that allows for ambitious, chal-
lenging research topics that are seminal, venturesome,
and even a bit risky.
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