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                                    The Tsunami of 1988 

university demonstrated strong determination and dedication to meet both 
challenges, coping with the influx of students and responding to Australia's 

particular need of Japan-related education, the support within the 
institution was not always forthcoming. In these universities , the 
coordinator of the Japanese program had the most difficult task of sorting 
out priorities. The majority of the program coordinators, however , 
managed to put forward some initiatives to expand their program beyond 

the perimeter of language and culture teaching, and to provide students 
with opportunities to develop vocationally relevant skills. 

I n 1992 Marriott surveyed the general picture of Japanese programs in 

Australian universities. In her article, she reported that the integration of a 

Japanese language program with other disciplines was largely proceeding in 
three ways (Marriott 1992:21-32). First, an increasing number of 
universities began to allow students to undertake Japanese studies courses 
with a major study offered by another faculty, such as economics or law. 

Second, a double or combined degree program was increasingly available. 
These programs allowed students to study two programs concurrently, 
resulting in many cases of an extended period of study beyond the normal 
three years at undergraduate level. 

Third, an increasing number of vocationally oriented programs offered by 
various universities began to include Japanese units in their programs . 
Examples included the Griffith University's program leading to the degree 
in International Business Relations. This requires a compulsory Asian 
language component, one of which is Japanese. Another is Monash 

University's program leading to the degree in International Trade which 
requires a study of Japanese or Chinese as a component. 

4.5 Teacher Education 

The rapid growth in national demand for Japanese language and literacy 
was felt not only at universities. Significant impact had been felt for some 

time at secondary schools and, in some districts, primary schools. Under 
the environment in which Australia was trying to forge ever stronger links 
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with Asia, with Japan in particular, Australian parents were increasingly 
aware of the advantage of their children being trained in Japanese language 
from early age. They were demanding that their local schools provide such 
training in the curriculum. The schools were, however, not at all well 
equipped to respond to the demand. The shortage of qualified Japanese 
language teachers was the principal difficulty.

In the early 1980s, on a per capita basis, Australia was already placed third 
in the world, after Korea and Singapore, in the learning of Japanese. Of the 
estimated total of twenty thousand (20,000) Australians who were learning 

Japanese, approximately seventeen thousand and five hundred (17, 500), 
or eighty seven percent (87%) of the total, were studying Japanese at 

primary and secondary schools (Embassy of Japan 1984). By far the 
largest proportion, approximately ninety per cent (90%) of the total pre-
tertiary students of Japanese, were at the secondary level. This unusually 
high proportion of Japanese education at pre-tertiary level has become a 
uniquely Australian feature.

After the 1988 Tsunami, Australia's Japanese learning population increased 
threefold to an estimated 61,478 in 1990, of which 55,091 were studying 

Japanese at primary and secondary schools (The Japan Foundation 1992). 
The figures alone clearly explain the critical shortage of Japanese language 
teachers.

The most critical issue in the development and expansion of 
Japanese in recent years has been the supply of teachers for the 
secondary level. (Marriott, et. al. 1993:62).

Providing the community with well-qualified teachers of primary and 
secondary schools is one of the universities' principal responsibilities. This 
is one of the key areas in terms of universities' contribution towards Japan-
related education in Australia. The 1989 Ingleson Report stated that `the key 
to creating Asia-literate Australians lies in the schools', and commented on 
the inadequacy of teacher education in the area of Asian studies and 
languages:
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