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I would like to examine the current trends in Japanese studies in
Leningrad, mainly in the Institute of Oriental Studies, Leningrad Branch,
with which I have been associated for more than 15 years. Leningrad
(formerly St. Petersburg) is the oldest center of Japanese studies in the
Soviet Union. It was here that

the school of Japanese language was

organized, in 1736, and the teachers then were Japanese natives who had
been shipwrecked near Kamchatka. Thus, the history of Japanese language courses in Leningrad (Petersburg) University dates back to the 1870's.
The Academic Institute of Oriental Studies in Leningrad was organized in
1930 in connection with the Asiatic Museum, famous all over the world
for its collection of manuscripts and old-printed books. The Japanese
collection there numbers 4,000 volumes. A collection of the same size
can also be found in the library of the Oriental Faculty of Leningrad
University. This is the Arisugawa's Fund

donated by Prince Arisugawa

to the Russian tsar, Alexander .
The existence of a large collection of Japanese manuscripts and oldprinted books framed the main direction of research in Leningrad--the
study of old texts and the history of culture. As for contemporary
problems such as economy and politics, these are studied mainly in
Moscow. However, one can not understand the tendencies and characteristics of contemporary and future developments of Oriental countries
without a precise knowledge of their traditions and the influence these
have had on the present situation in the East. This is true in regard
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