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            ENGLISH SUMMARY 

  The Triumph and Suffering of the Cross: 

  Three Case Studies of the Influence of Foreign Missionaries on Japan 

                                  H. A. ION 

            (Royal Military College of Canada, Kingston, Canada) 

Keywords; GEORGE COCHRAN, DAVIDSON McDONALD, NAKAMURA 
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   This paper examines three case studies of foreign missionaries in Japan at three 

different period in the development of the Japanese Christian movement. The first case 

study looks at the early Meiji period and the relationship between Edward Warren Clark, 

an American teacher first at the Shizuoka Gakumonjo and later Kaisei Gakko in Tokyo 

and the first two Canadian Wesleyan Methodist missionaries in Japan, Davidson 
McDonald and George Cochran. In 1874-75 McDonald formed the Shizuoka Christian 

Band from among students that Clark had earlier taught. McDonald's colleague, George 

Cochran was introduced to Nakamura Masanao by Clark and came to teach at Na-

kamura's DoJinsha school in Koishikawa, Tokyo. Cochran baptised Nakamura on 

Christmas Day, 1874 and subsequently formed an important Christian group at the 
school which also included Kaisei Gakko students that Clark had taught. 

   The second case study looks at the end of Meiji and early Taisho periods. It 

investigates Walter Weston, a British Anglican missionary, who did much to popularize 

mountain climbing as a leisure sport in Japan. Weston who had admired the unaffected 

Japanese who lived in the mountains and the beauty of Japanese nature wrote a number 
of important English-language books on climbing in the Japan Alps. 

   The third case study looks at the early Showa period. It looks at Samuel Heaslett, 

who was a British Anglican missionary and primate (head bishop) of the Nippon 

Seikokai. In 1937. when he had to face a crisis caused by the Archbishop of Canterbury 

taking part in a protest in London, England against the bombing of Chinese cities by the 

Japanese military. Heaslett later had to face another crisis caused by the demand of the 

Japanese government that the Nippon Seikokai join the union Protestant denomination 
in 1941. Heaslett was imprisoned at the beginning of the war in December 1941. He was 

repatriated to England in 1942, and returned in 1946 to help the recovery of the 

Japanese Christian movement after the devastation of the war.



"Transnational" Mission Work of the ABCFM Japan Mission's 

Missionaries to Japanese Immigrants in Hawaii in the Late Nine-

teenth Century 

                      YOSHIDA Ryo 

                   (Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan) 
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   Overseas migration is one factor which expands missionary work beyond a single 

nation-state or region. Only a "transnational" approach can explain the history of 

missionary work among immigrants. A typical example of "transnational" missionary 

work was that of the Japan Mission of the American Board of Commissioners for 

Foreign Missions among Japanese immigrants in Hawaii between the 1880s and the 
1920s. The "transnational" missionary work deterritorialized geographically the mission 

field of the Japan Mission and challenged missionaries' political loyalty and cultural 

identity. While missionaries generally move to a "field," the "transnational" missionary 

work done by the former missionaries of the Japan Mission among the Japanese immi-

grants in Hawaii contained entirely new phenomena. First, the primary motivation for 
these missionaries moving to a new mission field was that the proselytized from Japan 
had migrated to Hawaii, a territory of the U. S. Since Hawaii was an American territory, 

the Foreign Mission field (A. B. C. F. M. Japan Mission) intersected with the Home 

Mission field (Hawaiian Evangelical Association [HEA]). At the same time, the 

Japanese immigration to Hawaii played a key role in motivating the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to start its mission field in Hawaii. That is, the "transnational" missionary work 

among the Japanese immigrants in Hawaii connected three different sets of geographi-

cally and denominationally restricted mission fields. Second, the "transnational" mission-

ary work affected the histories of missionary work by the HEA and Kumiai (Congrega-

tional) Church in Japan. This missionary work expanded HEA's influence upon the 

Japanese immigrants and played a part in the reorganization of the domination of 
Hawaii by Anglo Christian civilization. And to the Kumiai Church in Japan, this work 

absorbed the shock caused by the forced independence and reorganization of this Church 

and strengthened their unity in the late nineteenth century. 
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