Greetings from a New Arrival
KITAURA Hiroyuki (Assistant Professor)

I took up the appointment as assistant professor at
Nichibunken this past April, specializing in film studies,
with particular interest in Japanese film in and after the
1950s. In March 2013 I received my PhD from the Kyoto
University Graduate School of Human and Environmental
Studies with a dissertation titled “Changes in Japanese
Cinema Accompanying the Spread of Television: Industry,
Technology, and Content.”

My dissertation considers the process during which
Japanese film, following its heyday in the 1950s, went
into decline from the 1960s onward in terms of its
relationship with television, the rising new visual media
of that era. It studies the nature of the changes that took
place in Japanese film in that era in relation to television,
examined from the angles of industry, technology, and the
film content. Stimulated by the work on my dissertation, I
plan to expand my research from film to television as well.

My interests, in addition to research, extend to film-
making as well. I served as assistant to the director for
the film Miroku (directed by Hayashi Kaizo; featuring
Nagase Masatoshi; see http: // www.0369.jp/), which was
released first in Kyoto this past July 2013 and has been
touring around the country. This film is made not only for
the usual showing in theaters but along with live orchestral
music, and has been well received as a brand new kind of
film. Observing how films today go from production to
distribution, and exhibition greatly expanded my perspec-
tive, an experience that is sure to have great significance
for my research from now on.

By taking up challenges like these, I hope to be able
to contribute new and original research in the field of
film studies.

Giving a lecture at the Nichibunken
Thursday Seminar (20 June, 2013)
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Opening of Miroku in Kyoto, 21 July, 2013
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