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ABSTRACT

Imitate to Differentiate: “Westernization” of the Body and Racial
Dilemma among Male Elites in Modern Japan

In a Japan where Western fashion was still quite rare, to the Meiji elite, facial hair and
Western dress was a sign of civilization, and within the milieu of Western assimilation it
fulfilled the simultaneous function of exhibitionism and differentiation. Outside of Japan,
however, rather than assimilating the West, these Meiji elites had to face the reality that they
were viewed merely as “colored people” who wore Western dress. After the Russo-Japanese
War, Japan’s awareness of itself as a world power was accompanied by the realization that
it still remained a “yellow race.” I would like to examine how the Meiji elite responded to
this racial dilemma by considering the problem from the perspective of the contemporaneous

bodily culture, specifically focusing on Western dress and facial hair.
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