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The State of Japanese Studies at SOAS, University of London

Stephen DODD*

This report describes the state of Japanese studies at the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS), London. The first part provides a general background on
Japanese studies at SOAS, at both undergraduate and postgraduate level, within the
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures. This first part serves as an
update to the information provided in an earlier report to Nichibunken, entitled
“Japanese Studies at SOAS, University of London” (Andrew Gerstle and Alan
Cummings, Japanese Studies around the World, 2017). Some degrees offer more
intensive Japanese-language courses, while other degrees emphasize various disci-
plines (literature, history, business, etc.) connected to Japanese society. The MA
degrees include one-year courses taught entirely at SOAS, as well as two-year MA
degrees, which involve study abroad at a Japanese university. The second part of this
report sets out the research interests and individual achievements of Japan-related
academic staff affiliated to the Japan Research Centre (JRC), which has been the

forum for Japan-related research activities at SOAS since 1978.

Keywords: UK, undergraduate, graduate, Asian studies, area studies

General Background to Japanese Studies at SOAS

At SOAS, the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures offers a full range of undergrad-
uate and postgraduate programs related to China, Japan, and Korea. Students are able to specialize
in any of these particular regions. However, a strong point of study at SOAS is that undergraduate
students are able to take courses dealing with the three countries to provide them with an under-
standing of shared historical and cultural traditions that go beyond the study of just one country.

SOAS is home to many Japan-related academics who specialize in a variety of disciplines, as
well as an outstanding cadre of Japanese-language teachers. Student interest at the moment in
Japanese is more geared towards popular culture. However, premodern culture remains an integral
and compulsory element of the programs, so the expectation is that SOAS will continue to
maintain some expertise in the premodern area even if more money goes towards modernists when

hiring future faculty.

*

Professor Emeritus, SOAS, London University.
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The Japanese degrees offer both intensive and less intensive language study options, allowing
students to gain an advanced level of proficiency in the language, depending on how far individual
students wish to develop their Japanese-language skills. For example, the four-year Japanese
undergraduate degrees and the intensive Japanese-language MA degree both include periods of
study at partner universities in Japan. Japanese degrees at SOAS are designed to meet equally the
needs of students interested in contemporary cultural matters, such as TV shows and film, food,
fashion, computer games, manga, anime, and J-pop, as well as premodern literary, religious,
artistic, and philosophical traditions, and the full scope of Japanese history.

At the undergraduate level, there are two programs that center on Japan. BA Japanese, a four-
year single honours program, provides a high level of competence in all aspects of the written and
spoken language, both modern and classical, as well as an introduction to Japanese culture. This
program is suitable for students who begin with absolutely no knowledge of the Japanese language
as well as for those with some prior knowledge. Students who have some prior knowledge take a
placement test at the beginning of the first year to ensure they are in the correct level course.
Students spend the third year of study at a university in Japan to improve their language profi-
ciency and their understanding of Japanese society and culture.

The second undergraduate program, also lasting four years, is BA Japanese and . . . (second
subject). Like BA Japanese, this joint-degree program provides the highest level of competence in
written and spoken Japanese, an introduction to both classical and modern Japanese culture, with
another subject (to be selected from one of the following: history, development studies, economics,
history of art and archaeology, international relations, linguistics, music, social anthropology, or
world philosophies). As with BA Japanese, students spend their third year at a university in Japan
improving their language ability and their understanding of Japanese culture and society.

Students who are interested in Japan but wish to study it in the broader context of East Asia
can choose a third undergraduate program, BA East Asian Studies. This program combines the
study of both East Asian languages and East Asia-related subjects in various disciplines. Unlike the
two Japanese region-based programs mentioned above, this program emphasizes the understand-
ing of East Asia as a whole, across a wide range of disciplines. In addition to the disciplinary
modules, students may study a Chinese-, Japanese-, or Korean-language module each year, though
this is not compulsory. Students are allowed to study a different language each year, or to progress
through a sequence of levels in just one language. The program can accommodate complete lan-
guage beginners or more experienced learners. This program can also be taken as BA East Asian
Studies and . . . (second subject), that is, as a joint degree in combination with another disciplinary
subject (the same disciplinary subjects listed above).

Regarding student numbers, the number of undergraduate students studying on the BA
Japanese course (single and joint), as of December 2022, were: 191 (65 of those were first years
who entered in 2022/2023). Meanwhile, there are 74 in total on BA EA Studies (single and joint)
across all years, 25 of whom are first year entrants. Of those, the numbers doing Japanese are more
difficult to calculate, but for example, for those 25 new entrants in 2022/2023, 6 chose Japanese
as their language in the first year. BA EA Studies students actually tend to take more than one
language over their three years, which makes it a little hard to track. A fair estimate would be that

somewhere between one third and one half of all BA EA Studies students will take a
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Japanese-language module while at SOAS. In addition, the department takes many students from
other departments and degrees who choose to study Japanese while at SOAS. This year, for exam-
ple, there were 59 students in Elementary Japanese, and 39 of those were from other departments/
degrees.

On the question of single vs joint degree BA Japanese: in 2022/2023, of those 65 first year
students, 35 were on the single-subject degree, and 30 on the joint degrees. This ratio of about
55/45 has been maintained across the past few years, which means that the totals across all years of
the undergraduate programs are around 100 students (BA Japanese), and 91 students (BA Japanese
and . ..).

At the masters level, students can choose from a number of Japan-related programs. MA
Japanese Studies, which is a one-year program, allows students to choose from a wide range of
modules that cover Japan’s history from the premodern era to the present, ranging over the social
and political sciences as well as the humanities. Students who take this program come from many
countries and have a variety of academic backgrounds. Some have already studied, or lived in,
Japan and wish to broaden their knowledge or understanding. Others wish to begin their study of
Japan, its culture, and its language for the first time at SOAS. Knowledge of the Japanese language
is not a requirement for this program, but language modules are very popular. MA students are also
strongly encouraged to attend regular seminars held by the Japan Research Centre (JRC) at SOAS.
For the year 2022/2023, 29 students entered this degree program.

Students can also choose to take the two-year MA Japanese Studies (Dual Degree Program).
This program has been created from the combined resources of SOAS and the Graduate Program
in Global Studies (GPGS) at Sophia University, Tokyo. Students making use of this possibility can
widen their intellectual horizons by taking classes at two of the world’s leading institutions in
Japanese studies. Supervision of student theses or graduation projects by prominent scholars at
both institutions encourages multiple perspectives on Japanese studies. It is impossible to track
numbers on this degree, since students often decide to apply to Sophia after entering MA Japanese
Studies, rather than applying to it from the start. Sophia only accepts 12-15 students on their
program and for the year 2022/2023, rouhly 3 or 4 of those students will be from SOAS.

A third choice for MA students at SOAS is MA Japanese Studies and Intensive Language
(Japanese). This two-year program offers the same wide range of Japan-related courses listed under
MA Japanese Studies, but in addition it provides space and time for intensive language training at
different proficiency levels (depending on entry-level Japanese-language ability). This program
provides students with a wide range of courses on Japanese culture, but also develops a high level
of language ability. In the 2022/2023 academic year, there were 3 students on this program.
However, Intensive Language (Japanese) can also be combined with lots of other MAs at SOAS.
Therefore, including the students taking Intensive Language with MA Japanese Studies, there are
9 students in total.

Students can combine a wide range of MA programs with a specific emphasis on Japan. For
example, students who enter the MA Translation Studies program can select Japanese translation
modules. The MA Comparative Literature program offers a module in Japanese Cinema. The MA
Buddhist Studies program offers a module on East Asian Buddhist Thought, as well as Japanese-
language options. The MA History of Art and Archacology of East Asia includes a module on
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Japanese Art and Visual Culture. The MA History and Intensive Language provides intensive

Japanese-language courses, as well as a module on Gender and Society in Contemporary Japan.

Japan Research Centre (JRC)

The Japan Research Centre was established in 1978 as the forum for Japan-related research activi-
ties at SOAS. The center develops and coordinates academic research and teaching, drawing upon
the expertise of Japan specialists in various departments throughout the school. With one of the
largest concentrations of Japanese specialists outside Japan, the JRC acts as a national and interna-
tional center for Japanese studies. Doctoral students studying under the guidance of JRC members
have unrestricted and usually free access to a range of seminars, conferences, and workshops held
at SOAS. Weekly JRC seminars invite scholars from Europe and around the world to present their
latest research. The JRC also hosts research associates and visiting scholars who are working on

projects relevant to the center. Academic staff members of the JRC are:

Professor Gina Barnes, Emeritus Research Associate, has research interests in state formation,
agricultural transition, Japanese archacology, and prehistory/protohistory. Her latest book,

1ephroArchaeology in the North Pacific, was coedited with T. Soda (Archacopress, 2019).

Dr. Filippo Cervelli’s interest in contemporary social malaise in popular culture recently material-
ized in a special issue he coedited for the journal Exchanges, focusing on representations of nerds
and loneliness. His most recent article is “Saved by the Nerd: Otaku and the Space of Family in
Summer Wars,” Exchanges: The Interdisciplinary Research Journal vol. 9, no. 3 (2022),
pp- 203-225.

Dr. Alan Cummings has previously written on the Kabuki dramatist Kawatake Mokuami. He now
lectures on a broad range of areas ranging from East Asian cultural history, premodern Japanese
language and literature, Japanese classical theater, and translation. He recently published
“Pandemic and Kabuki Dramaturgy,” in Global Japanese Studies after/with COVID-19
(International Research Center for Japanese Studies, 2022, pp. 137-148).

Professor Stephen Dodd, Emeritus Research Associate, teaches at Sugiyama Jogakuen University,
Nagoya, where he continues to research modern Japanese literature and translate the novels of
Mishima Yukio. His most recent publication is “Living on the Edge: The Negotiation of Modern
Borders in Nagai Kaft’s Amerika monogatari,” in Akiko Uchiyama and Barbara Hartley, eds.,
Border-Crossing Japanese Literature: Reading Multiplicity (Routledge, 2023, pp. 43-58).

Professor Lucia Dolce, Numata Professor of Japanese Buddhism, has wide-ranging research inter-
ests in Japanese religious history, Japanese tantric buddhism, millenarian writings and prophecy,
and kami-Buddhas associations. Her latest article is “A Sutra as a Notebook? Printing and

Repurposing Scriptures in Medieval Japan,” Ars Orientalis 52 (2023), pp. 40-74.
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Professor Andrew Gerstle, Emeritus Research Associate, continues to research the visual culture of
eighteenth and nineteenth century Japan, where he encountered shunga, Japanese traditional erotic
art. Realizing its importance and the taboo in modern Japan over shunga, he organized a research
project that led to the British Museum exhibition in 2013, entitled “Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in
Japanese Art.” This subsequently inspired the first shunga exhibition in Japan, thus breaking the

modern taboo.

Dr. Christopher Gerteis is an historian of modern and contemporary Japan. His recent publica-
tions include “The Emergence of Trade Unionism,” in Sven Saalar and Christopher Szpilman, eds.,

Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese History (Routledge, 2017, pp. 324-333).

Dr. Fabio Gygi, Chair of the JRC, Senior Lecturer in Anthropology at SOAS, researches the
intersection of material culture and medical anthropology, with a focus on how medical and social
categories are formed around practices of disposal. He has undertaken fieldwork on gomi-yashiki
(“rubbish houses”), katazukerarenai onna (“women who cannot tidy up”), methods of decluttering,
and rites of disposal for dolls (ningyo kuyo). He is the coeditor of The Work of Gender: Service,
Performance and Fantasy in Contemporary Japan (NIAS Press, 2022) and his most recent publica-
tions include, “Falling in and out of Love with Stuff: Affective Affordance and Horizontal
Transcendence in Styles of Decluttering in Japan” (Japanese Studies vol. 42, no. 2, 2022, pp. 195—
212) and “Locating Hoarding: How Spacial Concepts Shape Disorders in Japan and the
Anglophone World,” in Sasha Newell, ed., Of Hoarding and Housekeeping: Material Kinship and
Domestic Space in Anthropological Perspective (Berghahn, 2023, pp. 119-142).

Dr. Seiko Harumi researches classroom discourse, pragmatics, and conversation analysis. She
recently published “The Facilitative use of Learner-Initiated Translanguaging in Japanese EFL
Contexts,” Applied Pragmatics vol. 5, no. 1 (2023), pp. 86-119.

Dr. Monika Hinkel, Lecturer in the Arts of Japan, conducts research on the visualization of nostal-
gia in Japanese prints, and is currently involved with an exhibition project for the Museum of Far
Eastern Antiquities in Stockholm on ydkai. Her most recent article is “Envisioning Meiji

Modernity: Kaika-e,” Japan Society Proceedings 155 (2018), pp. 70-83.

Dr. David Hughes, Emeritus Research Associate, researches Japanese music, folk songs, Okinawan
music, and music education. His most recent publication is “Safeguarding the Heart's Hometown:
Japanese Folk Song as Intangible Cultural Heritage,” in Barley Norton and Naomi Matsumoto,
eds., Music as Heritage: Historical and Ethnographic Perspectives (Routledge, 2018, pp. 144-167).

Dr. Griseldis Kirsch works on the historical memory of the Asia-Pacific War in Japanese media,
with a particular emphasis on the changing of historical discourses in Japan’s postwar history. She
has published widely, most recently on how media and political discourses influence each other.
She is the coediter of the Handbook of Japanese Media and Popular Culture in Transition (Japan
Documents, 2022) together with Dr. Forum Mithani. She is currently working on an edited vol-



Stephen DODD
ume on nature, culture, and technology in Japan (together with Dr. Dolores Martinez, SOAS).

Professor Costas Lapavitsas, Professor of Economics at SOAS, researches the relationship between
finance and development, the structure of financial systems, and the evolution and functioning of
the Japanese financial system. His most recent publication is “The Return of Inflation and the
Weakness of the Side of Production,” 7he Japanese Political Economy vol. 48, no. 2/4 (2022),
pp. 149-169.

Dr. Helen Macnaughtan, Senior Lecturer in International Business and Management (Japan),
researches economic, business, and labor issues in contemporary Japan. She recently published a
cowritten chapter with Emily Chapman entitled “Gendering Postwar Japan,” in Simon Avenell,

ed., Reconsidering Postwar Japanese History: A Handbook (Japan Documents, 2023, pp. 127-145).

Dr. Satoshi Miyamura, Senior Lecturer in the Economy of Japan, researches the theory of banking
and finance, the history of economic thought, and the Japanese financial system. He recently
published a cowritten chapter with Elena Baglioni, Liam Campling, Alessandra Mezzadri,
Jonathan Pattenden, and Benjamin Selwyn entitled “Exploitation and Labour Regimes:
Production, Circulation, Social Reproduction, Ecology,” in Elena Baglioni et al., eds., Labour

Regimes and Global Reproduction (Agenda Publishing, 2022, pp. 81-100).

Professor Machiko Nissanke, Emeritus Research Associate, researches North-South economic
relations, and comparative economic policy studies in Asia and Africa. Her recent publication is
“Exploring Macroeconomic Frameworks Conducive to Structural Transformation of Sub-Saharan

Economies,” Structural Change and Economic Dynamics 48 (2019), pp. 103—116.

Dr. Barbara Pizziconi’s research interests include Japanese applied linguistics, language teaching
methodology, second language acquisition with an emphasis on pragmatic aspects, and linguistic
politeness. She recently published a cowritten chapter with Noriko Iwasaki entitled “Narratives of
Connecting: Intercultural Mediation During and After Study Abroad,” in Martine Derivry-Plard
and Anthony J. Liddicoat, eds., La Médiation interculturelle en didactique des langues et des cultures
(Editions des archives contemporaires, 2023, pp. 126-137).

Professor Nana Sato-Rossberg, Professor in Translation Studies, and is interested in the history of
translation studies in Japan, intergeneric translations (manga to film), translation of oral narratives,
cultural translation, and the relationship between translation and power. Her most recent article is
“Introduction to ‘Constructing Japanese Translation Studies,” in japan Forum vol. 31, no. 1

(2019), pp. 1-3.

Professor Timon Screech, Emeritus Professor of the History of Art, is the recipient of numerous
prestigious awards, including the 2022 Fukuoka Academic Prize. His most recent book is 7he
Shogun’s Silver Telescope: God, Art and Money in the English Quest for Japan, 1600—1625 (Oxford
University Press, 2020).
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Dr. Satona Suzuki’s research interests are in modern Japanese history, Japanese imperialism and
militarism, and modern Japanese and Korean relations. Her latest publication is “The Emergence
of Modern Japan,” Modern History Review vol. 24, no. 4 (2022), pp. 2-5.

Professor Ulrich Volz, Professor of Economics, researches international finance, open economy

macroeconomics, east Asian financial markets. His most recent publication is “Green Finance in

Asia: Challenges, Policies and Avenues for Research,” cowritten with Ivan Diaz-Rainey, Jan Corfee-
g Y;

Morlot, and Ben Caldecott, Climate Policy vol. 23, no. 1 (2023), pp. 1-10.
The following visiting scholars are also presently affiliated with the JRC:

Dr. Mohamad Firdaus researches the modern history of Japan with a special interest in the Meiji
Ishin. Date of appointment: November 2021-October 2023.

Professor Michiya Kato researches the Japanese colonial bureaucrats’ relationship with the British
Empire. Date of appointment: April 2023—March 2024.

Professor Masanao Kawakami researches value capture driven business model innovation. Date of

appointment: October 2022—September 2023.

Professor Shiba Suzuki researches macroeconomics, disaster risk, and financial markets. Date of

appointment: September 2022—-August 2024.
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Japanese Studies in the “Head of the Fish”:
Thinking of Sustainability

Dennitza GABRAKOVA*

This essay describes the present uncertainty of Japanese studies at Victoria
University of Wellington in New Zealand by looking at the establishment of a major
in Japanese as well as within a broader network of transnational pedagogy centered

on the notion of sustainability.

Keywords: New Zealand, university corporatization, Japanese language teaching

The cable car, like an afterimage of the Hong Kong Victoria Peak tram, takes us to the entrance of
the Wellington Botanic Garden and within walking distance of Victoria University of Wellington,
with its traces of the British Empire, and amid which Japanese has emerged as a new global lan-
guage since the late 1980s. Does this signal cycles of growth and decline? The year 2023 has been
marked by a storm at Victoria University of Wellington concerning Japanese studies. A May—June
2023 proposal for restructuring suggested reducing staff numbers, heavier teaching loads, and
more chances to teach Japanese history and culture as part of more general courses. Japan as part
of Asian Studies, as part of Intercultural Communication, as part of Global Studies—all of this
would be welcome if in favor of embracing transnationalism and if harsh economic calculations
were not behind these decisions.

The shape of the North Island of New Zealand is reminiscent of that of Japan’s northern
island of Hokkaido (in Ainu mythology the “world” is also placed on the backbone of a giant
trout). The city of Wellington’s name is “Te Upoko o te Ika a Maui” in the language of the indige-
nous population, meaning “the head of the fish caught by Maui” (a legendary hero in Maori myth).
Wellington was part of the expanding British Empire and was named after the town in the English
county of Somerset in honor of the Duke of Wellington, Arthur Wellesley. “Fish islands,” “colo-
nial,” and “postcolonial” were the words that initially guided me to Wellington upon my relocation
from Hong Kong. I had learned from Imafuku Ryata’s SHREEN Gunti sekairon ¥ J5 — 5w
(Iwanami Shoten, 2008), which means “archipelago world,” that there was a poet and scholar in
Pacific studies, Teresia Teiawa, who was based in Wellington, and that her poetry corresponded to
Imafuku’s and my own vision of archipelagic Japan. “The Pacific for poet Teresia Kieuea Teiawa,

born in Hawai‘i and raised in Fiji, was the edge/chasm of the world, where language, class, and race

*  Professor, Institute for Global Initiatives, Wakayama University. Senior Lecturer in Japanese, Victoria

University of Wellington, 2017-2024.
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remain in a state of suspension” (Imafuku, ibid., p. 457, trans. by author).

Teresia Teiawa passed away in 2017, and this coincided with a major restructuring of the
School of Languages and Cultures at Victoria University, resulting in a reduced number of staff,
eventually leading to the merging of Pacific Studies. Japanese was to be taught side by side with
Pacific studies! At that time, I was anticipating a conceptual shift from Japanese studies to “unnam-
able archipelago” studies, using Imafuku’s book to navigate. This trans-Pacific vision had to remain
buried due to university requirements based on a calculation of the minimum number of students
to make a course financially viable. What “sold” best was language teaching with a higher number
of students, preferably above one hundred in the first year, around forty to fifty in the second, and
around thirty in the final year. By 2018, the requirements for the Japanese major included two
non-language, or “content” courses, but my strong belief is that language courses can be converted
into collaborative spaces for intercultural communication and critical and creative thinking (see
my contribution to the special section “Kokusai Nihongaku no ima o kangaeru: Kyéiku jissen
no ba kara” EIBEHARYEDEG%2E 25 @ HEEKDOYED S, Tagen bunka %03XAL vol. 11,
2022, pp. 283-281, http://hdl.handle.net/2065/00084019). In 2023, even higher enrolment
numbers were required in order to retain three permanent staff in Japanese studies, with expecta-
tions for increased teaching hours. The question again was, in what sense does New Zealand need
Japanese studies? Or do Japanese studies need New Zealand?

In 1991 a student named Zane Ritchie impatiently asked for a “major” in Japanese, boldly
speaking to a faculty member, Kané Fujio, addressing New Zealand’s reluctance to embrace Asian
culture (Salient vol. 54, no. 15, July 15, 1991, n. p.). Zane Ritchie’s interview in the university
magazine Salient starts with a brief overview of the state of Japanese-language studies since 1989:
“According to Fujio Kano, head of the Japanese department, 170 students applied for the first year
course this year. Because of lack of staff and funding seventy were turned down.” Kano stressed
there needed to be a matching of university resources with the “explosive rise in the number of
students wanting to learn Asian languages” and changing attitudes toward Asia among young
people. He also stressed that there seemed to be an element of institutional racism, iterating that,
“Old people still remember the war,” concluding with hope for change despite the “typical [pro]
Anglo-Saxon attitude as far as immigrants go.” The importance of Asian markets and Asian inter-
ests is perceived as a transformational force behind changing social attitudes, even though
according to Kano, “Asia is important to New Zealand, not only for trading, but for culture and
people exchange.” It became possible to major in Japanese from 1992, and Ritchie went on to
major in the Japanese language.

A decade later, in 2003, at an international symposium held in Sydney with the support of
IRCJS (Nichibunken), the keywords of “globalization” and “localization” served as lenses to locate
Japanese studies more broadly in the Asia-Pacific region. Roy Starrs, a senior scholar in Japanese
modern literature and associate professor at the University of Otago, which started a Japanese-
language program a year after Victoria University of Wellington, points out the “Japanese attitudes
towards globalization [that] tend to be ambivalent—not to say schizophrenic—" (“Japanese
Cultural Nationalism and Globalization in an Asia-Pacific Context,” in Globalization, Localization,
and Japanese Studies in the Asia-Pacific, vol. 1, IRCJS, 2010, p. 5). Starrs states that “I have heard a

Japanese colleague complain in one breath about the global dominance of English and boast in the
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next breath that Japanese itself has become a global language, and is bound to surpass English as
the future ‘international language of business.” His essay, abundantly introducing material from
scholars in the region, follows the intertwining logic of Japanese cultural nationalism and global-
ization. The tension of the “ambivalence” seemed to be productive. Based on data covering the
period from the founding of the Japanese major at Otago in 1993 up to 2008, Associate Professor
Nanyan Guo at Otago University, who later relocated to Nichibunken, concludes that the “quality
of Japanese education in Otago will only go from strength to strength in the future” (“Japanese
Studies at the University of Otago,” Japanese Studies around the World, 2013, p. 133). These reports
from Otago’s Japanese major history, in my view, mirror the developments at Victoria University
of Wellington. In fact, the 2023 plan for reducing staffing for the foreign language majors was
announced at Otago, with a few months’ delay at Victoria.

The earnest efforts of scholars and educators resulted in a hospitable local environment for
Japanese studies in New Zealand in the decade from 1990-2000, but the 2010s and 2020s have
brought new challenges. The vibrant landscape of Japan-related research and education in New
Zealand coincided with the “neoliberal experiment” in tertiary education, involving the corporati-
zation of the sector and competition for university grants. Who would imagine that New Zealand
would become the focus of scholars concerned with university reform in Japan? Ishii Takuji f1H
Y2 and Kondd Makoto’s ¥Ti#EE research (“Nyijirando no gakks jichi to kyoiku sutandado”
Za—=V—=F VY FOFEKHAGEEEAY ¥ ¥ — N, Nibon kyoiku seisaku gakkai nenps H 7
HHBORFRER no. 28, 2021, pp. 76-81; “Kokuritsu daigaku no dokuritsu gydseihdjinka?
Nyijirando kokuritsudaigaku no éjensika kara kangaeru” EINV. KF DMV ATEGEAE ? = 2 —
V=9 Y FERNLRFED L=V = ¥ T —At» 5% 2 %, Gifu Daigaku Chiiki Kagakubu kenkyi
hokokn W B R 27 3B FL 7 EBIF 78 ¥k 5 vol. 9, 2001, pp. 107-139) are great examples of this
concern from Japan. In 2001 the promotion of “education export” came to the fore in New
Zealand in close collaboration with tourism and trade through the launching of the New Zealand
International Education Marketing Network. More specifically, Ishii stresses the specificity of New
Zealand as “an Anglophone country with a large intake of international students from Asia” (2021,
p- 77). Kondo is a Constitution scholar and former president of the New Zealand Studies Society-
Japan who pointed out that as early as 2001-2002, the agency-model reforms in New Zealand’s
universities were to be strongly discouraged based on the problematic equation of research out-
come with economic profitability. Kondd was alarmed and he anticipated the extinction of many
subjects mostly in the humanities and pure science. Here, Starrs’s reference to “global” resonates
like a premonition. With reduced staffing, and merging of courses, the School of Languages and
Cultures moved through concepts from “Intercultural Communication” to “Global Studies.” That
was to be the new home of Japanese Studies. As enthusiastic as we were about interrogating the
borders of “Japanese Studies,” these shifts were alarming due to the economic logic they
followed.

In 2022, amid the instability of online teaching, I teamed up with Ritchie, now associate
professor at Josai University in Saitama. In the highest undergraduate-level language course, we
co-hosted New Zealand-origin scholars who have built or are building careers in Japan, followed
by discussions. Our students worked hard on engaging in Japanese/English conversation, which

from our perspective looked like a genuine grassroots cultural dialogue being framed in larger
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cultural and social issues. Ritchie also made available his seminar fieldwork in Saitama, based on
the topical notion of sustainable tourism. For me this kind of work is the organic survival of the
Japanese major in New Zealand with new opportunities coming from our own specific history and
expanding networks. Victoria University of Wellington’s Japanese studies needs to rely on its
alumni and nourish its institutional history, at least in order to keep its memory alive.

Currently, the practical side of language learning is taking over the more traditional area
studies approach and we need to analyze this with respect to the market, but not in direct analogy
to the international and domestic market. I discussed in my abovementioned article (“Kokusai
Nihongaku no ima o kangaeru”) new possibilities from within the language-teaching format, a
makeshift platform of exchange (ichiba Wi%h; or kaiwai 5*[%), which might help us compensate for
the reduction in humanities and linguistics-related subjects. It might liberate some space of creativ-
ity and community engagement, but it is risky and may involve a redefinition of our understanding
of “expertise.” The risk stems from the openness and unpredictability of such a marketplace.

Is the cycle closed, or is there a chance for us to recycle from language-centered curriculum to
language-centered curriculum? The Asian markets look different from 1991. Is Japanese soft power
shaping the students’ choices rather than career growth? And just how many of our students would
be literally thrown into the export of education, with teaching English being such a ubiquitous
commodity in Japan? Their personal stories as “sustainable” visitors to Japan, meaning visitors
aware of the historical trajectories of foreign language teaching and learning and the disbalance in
cultural and economic resources globally, must be part of the decision-making process for the
major in Japanese studies back in New Zealand. On the other hand, if a percentage of the interna-
tional students, expected to financially contribute to New Zealand’s universities, are to come from
Japan, a stronger Japanese program may provide a meeting place and opportunities for personal
and academic development on both sides. Students from China and Malaysia also choose the
Japanese language as one of their subjects. More careful analysis needs to be applied to this area, so
that we can prove that Kang’s sentiments of possible prejudice against Asia are wrong,.

Pursuit of economic profit is much more advantageous (although not necessarily unbiased and
benign) than war in international relations, but the business model is problematic when incorpo-
rated into a university. The university is an essential factor contributing to the economy when it
maintains a certain distance. At a recent symposium at Nichibunken (August 22-23, 2023),
Yoshimi Shun’ya % FLf&2E, professor of sociology and former vice president of the University of
Tokyo, insisted that the university as an organization is qualitatively different from a commercial
company, being more akin to a city, or a religious association. I am not saying that the argument
against the business model has a chance, but that what follows is the agony and ruination of the
academic spirit against the broader processes of economic decline, an aging population, and envi-
ronmental deterioration. In my recent book, Memory and Fabrication in East Asian Visual Culture:
Ruinous Garden (Routledge, 2022), I examined the irreversible processes of decay and disintegra-
tion as instructive and essential to our engagement with sustainability, both environmental and
intellectual. Therefore, to face the current financial crisis and its direct impact on the imminent
“disappearance” (a term rhetorically proposed by critic Ackbar Abbas), of Japanese studies from
Victoria University of Wellington, is a process that contains precious wisdom and insight. I am also

hopeful that there may be a creative way to curate this “death of the discipline” (Gayatri Spivak)
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into a museum-like interactive archival space to provide respite to the younger generation who are

full of vague ambitions and understated dreams.
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Recent Trends in Scholarship on
Early Modern Japanese Print Culture

Annick HORIUCHI*

This article highlights several recent English- and French-language monographs and
articles that focus on early modern Japanese print and publishing culture from a
variety of perspectives, including (1) as valuable sources of information on Edo
period society and ways of thinking; (2) as cultural products involving multiple
actors (authors, publishers / booksellers, illustrators, etc.); and (3) as multifaceted
phenomena, where text and image are inherently intertwined and cannot be ana-

lyzed in isolation.

Keywords: Edo period, early modern Japan, publishing, books

The cultural production of early modern Japan has long been a subject of interest to scholars
around the world. Special attention has been paid to #kiyo-¢ pictures, paintings, poetry, and fiction,
giving rise to extensive research based on the analyses of texts and images. Scholars have long
focused on works of well-known authors or genres, trying to reconstruct their artistic, literary, or
intellectual trajectories. In recent decades, thanks to the knowledge we have acquired of printed
matter, publishers, and booksellers, the focus has shifted to the material conditions of production
and the diffusion of cultural artifacts. We thus consider all aspects of cultural creation and recep-
tion as well as a range of popular products, without setting discriminatory criteria. The present
article discusses some works or articles in English and French that are representative of these new
trends.

It is important to begin by mentioning Peter Kornicki’s 7he Book in Japan,' an extensive study
on books, publishing, and reading in premodern Japan now considered a must-read for any cul-
tural historian. On the one hand, Kornicki’s work, together with the research of Japanese scholars
such as Konta Y0z0, Yokota Fuyuhiko, Wakao Masaki, and Suzuki Toshiyuki—and on the other,
the new accessibility of digitized sources and related editorial data—have played a crucial role in
the paradigm shift we are discussing here. Kornicki’s study appears in the wake of Western research

on the history of books and reading, a field of research particularly active during the last few

*  Professor of Japanese Studies, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Université Paris Cité.
guag

1 Peter Kornicki, 7he Book in Japan: A Cultural History from the Beginnings to the Nineteenth Century, Brill
1998; repr., University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001.
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decades. Though a comparison with the Western publishing tradition is by no means used by
Kornicki nor by any of the other researchers mentioned here, Western research has undoubtedly
facilitated and accelerated the turning point that we will develop here.

To address this subject, we start with Mary Elizabeth Berry’s masterly work, Japan in Print.’
Berry offers a profound analysis of Edo-period society and culture based on the study of some
emblematic categories of nonfictional printed matter such as urban, national, or provincial maps,
shogunal personnel rosters of the Tokugawa administration (bukan I or military mirror), urban
surveys such as “Kyoto brocade” (Kyo habutae 50°F) - H) or “dappled fabric of Edo” (Edo kanoko
{LFFE¥), and didactic literature such as “everybody’s treasury” (banmin chohoki DI e
She questions the effects that these works, initially produced to fulfill specific functions, had on
early modern society, especially on commoners who were not expected to be the primary recipients
of this literature. She argues that new identities such as that of “Japanese” freed from status distinc-
tions emerged from the knowledge acquired through reading these books. According to Berry, such
phenomena were the result of the free access to knowledge (what she calls “the Library of Public
Information™) and the free circulation of cultural products among previously compartmentalized
spaces. One can say that Berry’s research illustrates the innovative use of printed matter as a means
to capture important trends in early modern Japanese society.

The volume Written Texts-Visual Texts, edited by Susanne Formanek and Sepp Linhart, is also
noteworthy for the wide range of popular printed matter it explores. On the one hand, it showed
Edo-period publishers’ talent when responding to unexpected events such as violent deaths,
earthquakes, and the arrival of foreign ships; meeting the playful inclinations of consumers (cook-
books, travel guides); and enhancing the attractiveness of books by inserting high quality pictures,
or developing a wide range of print formats, from bound books to simple printed sheets (kawara-
ban FL.WR). Linhart offers interesting insights into kawaraban—a major media of the late Edo
period—in his chapter titled “Kawaraban: Enjoying the News when News was Forbidden.” On the
other hand, printed material is also used as a means to observe changes in society. For example, in
her chapter “The ‘Spectacle’ of Womanhood: New Types of Texts and Pictures on Pictorial
Sugoroku Games of the Late Edo Period,” Formanek uses sugoroku games to explore the perspec-
tives of social ascension for women of the time. The volume also draws attention to nonfiction
genres that had been little studied until then, such as disaster accounts (see Stephan Kéhn’s
“Between Fiction and Non-Fiction: Documentary Literature in the Late Edo Period”) or travel-
ogues (Shirahata Yozaburd’s “The Printing of Illustrated Travelogues in 18th Century Japan”). For
the first time, illustrated books that do not have a significant aesthetic or literary quality were
considered a basic tool for reflecting on Edo-period culture and society.

The volume Listen, Copy, Read® proposes a new way to deal with the history of knowledge by

2 Mary Elizabeth Berry, Japan in Print: Information and Nation in the Early Modern Period, University of
California Press, 2006.

3 Berry, Japan in Print, chaps. 4, 5, and 6.

4 Berry, Japan in Print, p. 15.

5  Susanne Formanek and Sepp Linhart, eds., Written Texts-Visual Texts: Woodblock-printed Media in Early
Modern Japan, Brill, 2005.

6 Marthias Hayek and Annick Horiuchi, eds., Listen, Copy, Read: Popular Learning in Early Modern Japan,
Brill, 2014.
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focusing on the popular practice of learning and didactic books. This printed matter, which cov-
ered a large part of Edo-period literature, included primers, guidebooks, handbooks, and dictio-
naries or encyclopedias, whose authors were not necessarily renowned scholars. Hayek and
Horiuchi consider this growing appetite for reading and learning as a distinctive feature of Edo
culture. Authors and publishers responded to this request by constantly reissuing these books
under new titles, without making major changes to the content. Fields that one might think
“specialized” such as painting (C. Marquet), mathematics (A. Horiuchi), medicine (S. Machi), or
divination (M. Hayek) came to be widely available to amateurs or beginners and provided the
common man with a basic knowledge in the field. Even when the books were intended for special-
ists, they were adapted to the level of expertise of the reader, which has grown over time. As Hayek
and Horiuchi’s volume mainly focuses on particular examples of printed material, it does not
provide any insight on the long-term effects of this wide accessibility of technical knowledge on
society.

Matthias Hayek’s monograph, Les Mutations du Yin et du Yang, provides some answers to this
question by giving a global view on mantic techniques from the origins to the nineteenth century.
Hayek’s study of divinatory techniques is based on a careful study of treatises, and it is from the
books, as well as their format, writing, and popularity, that he is able to bring out the important
changes that occurred in the scholarship and the treatment of the “unknown” in Japan. Though
these books were mainly addressing divination specialists, Hayek’s study shows how significant a
role printed matter can play when observing and assessing the popular mentality and the approach
to the “unknown.”

Among the works of a technical nature examined in Hayek and Horiuchi’s volume some have
the expert reader as their target, while others address a wider audience. The chohiki T FL (trea-
sure book), draimono fE¥H) (written materials, such as letters, used from the Heian to Meiji
period for teaching children to read and write), or setsuyoshi Hi 14 (initially a Japanese-language
dictionary from the Muromachi period), which offer multiple facets of domestic encyclopedias for
everyday use, undoubtedly fall into the latter category. Michael Kinski’s article on chihoki
(“Treasure Boxes, Fabrics, and Mirrors: On the Contents and the Classification of Popular
Encyclopedias from Early Modern Japan”) as well as Markus Riittermann’s study of draimono
(“What does ‘Literature of Correspondance’ Mean? An Examination of the Japanese Genre Term
oraimono and its History”) show that teaching norms and rules of behavior and communication in
society was a salient feature of this publishing genre. Again, the issue of the effects of this normative
literature on the readership is not studied here.

The study of these domestic encyclopedias, especially the sezsuyoshi, continued to fascinate
researchers, especially in Germany. The setsuyoshii was primarily a dictionary of sinograms that first
appeared in the Muromachi 2 /] period (1333-1573). It was enriched over the centuries with a
wide range of appendices (furoku Ki$%) that gave it the features of an encyclopedia for everyday
use. The attempt by Yokoyama Toshio ## ILI & K (Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University) to
determine the most consulted chapters in the dictionary by measuring the dirt on the pages was an

interesting endeavor to evaluate its level of use (“The Illustrated Household Encyclopedias that

7 Matthias Hayek, Les Mutations du Yin et du Yang: Divination, société et représentations au Japon du Ve au
XIXe siécle, College de France, 2021.
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Once Civilized Japan,” in Formanek and Linharts previously mentioned volume), but it did not
say how publishers have worked overtime to make the book attractive. Stephan Kohn’s recent
presentation, “Mines of Information, Sources of Profit—On the Commercialization of Collections
for Timesaving Use (sezsuydshiz) in Early 18th Century Japan,” in a symposium held in Germany as
part of a five-year project,” sheds light on the way Edo-period publishers constantly redesigned the
setsuyoshii genre of books, altering titles and reorganizing appendices without changing the content
of the work in depth.

A significant part of these domestic encyclopedias were dedicated to women, and the history
of women in the Edo period is a field that has long been considered difficult to address due to a
lack of direct evidence. Marcia Yonemoto’s 7he Problem of Women in Early Modern Japan’ demon-
strates that books for women or pictures representing women printed during the Edo period could
be useful sources to reflect upon issues such as filial piety, motherhood, childhood, and marriage as
long as one manages to go beyond the conventional or normative features associated with women,
and exploits printed matter along with other direct sources such as letters and diaries.

As noted earlier in Formanek and Linhart’s volume, illustrations and pictures held a promi-
nent place among early modern printed material. It was therefore to be expected that attention
would focus on their production process. Julie Nelson Davis's Partners in Print' is a successful
example of this kind of research. Davis sheds light on the context and production process of
floating-world prints by subjecting four examples to a close scrutiny. In each example, Davis shows
how the different actors (author, illustrator, publisher) involved in the production process worked
together. Her study of the kibydshi ¥5Z¢#K (picture book with yellow cover) entitled “Greatest Sales
Guaranteed: Quick-Dye Mind Study,” attributed to Santé Kydden IIHEZ (1761-1816) and
Kitao Masayoshi b2 EX3E (1764-1824), shows the strong intertwining of the text and the image
in late eighteenth-century production, as well as the publishers’ efforts to escape the censorship
that struck licentious books. Davis’s point is that this book of fiction, that we tend to consider as
an author’s book, is the outcome of a collective endeavor. To see it, one just has to navigate through
the complex interplay of text and image as Edo-period readers used to do.

Robert Goree’s Printing Landmarks'' invites us to a very similar analysis. He inaugurates a
very inspiring multidisciplinary approach to the genre of meisho zue 11X 4% (illustrated collec-
tions of famous places) in which text and plates are considered as closely interwoven objects and
the book as the outcome of a collective work.

We cannot close this quick overview without mentioning Laura Moretti’s Pleasure in Profit,"
which is undoubtedly the most representative example of the new wave of studies in cultural his-

tory. She begins by departing from the usual view of seventeenth-century printed literature that

8  Conference entitled “The Commercialization of Knowledge in Edo Period Japan: Publishers, Editors, Print
Products, and Their Impact on Pre-modern Cultural Life,” University of Cologne, 12th to 14th January 2023.

9 Marcia Yonemoto, 7he Problem of Women in Early Modern Japan, University of California Press, 2016.

10 Julie Nelson Davis, Partners in Print: Artistic Collaboration and the Ukiyo-e Marker, University of Hawai'‘i
Press, 2015.

11 Robert Goree, Printing Landmarks: Popular Geography and “Meisho Zue” in Late Tokugawa Japan, Harvard
University Asia Center, 2020.

12 Laura Moretti, Pleasure in Profit: Popular Prose in Seventeenth-Century Japan, Columbia University Press,
2020.
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considers that there is nothing worthy of interest before IThara Saikaku’s novels. She focuses her
attention on the “forest” of popular and didactic works that have come down to us and inaugurates
a cultural history, based on an extensive knowledge of the publishing world as well as on a thor-
ough examination of the books themselves: composition, reading, reception. Moretti departs from
Berry’s field of investigation by focusing on didactic works, recalling Peter Burke’s way of differen-
tiating between information and knowledge: the former would respond to “knowing that” while
the latter would respond to “knowing how.” According to Moretti, a great number of seven-
teenth-century popular literature would present the salient feature “to guide the reader in becom-
ing well-rounded human beings” (p. 23). Some of the examples she analyzes in depth are similar to
those found in Hayek and Horiuchi’s volume, or in Formanek and Linhart’s volume, such as
manuals of good manners (shitsukekata-sho $E5), manuals for learning how to write letters, or
books for coping with disasters or financial contingencies.

Moretti’s book and the multiple initiatives that are flourishing here and there show that his-
torians are faced with vast areas of unexplored Edo-period literature that reveals its secrets when
examined through the eyes of the curious early modern reader, but without using modern catego-
rizations or classifications. Although the interest in print culture is equally present in research
carried out in Japan, the focus on didactic publications is perhaps a salient feature of research in the
West. Didactic works are still so much a part of everyday life in Japan that it is hard to see them as
a curiosity. The recognition of illustrations as a central element of this culture is also a distinctive
feature of research in the West, where we have become accustomed to observing the drawings, for

want of being able to read the texts.
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Basic Historical Material on Education in Taiwan under Japanese Rule:
An Overview of Recent Research

HSU Peihsien*

This article serves as a research “handbook” on the history of education in Taiwan
during the Japanese rule, by presenting an explanatory overview of related basic
historical material and the current state of research. The analysis is divided into four
sections. The first two introduce already published material and documents from
various relevant governmental/administrative bodies. Section three outlines recently
published large-scale collections of historical material on the history of education in
Taiwan. The final section provides an update on recent research. The article aims to
provide fundamental knowledge about research and resources primarily concen-

trated in Taiwan and pertaining to the history of education in Taiwan.

Keywords: Government-General of Taiwan, colonial education, educational affairs,
laws and regulations, graduation album (student yearbook), school
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Chinese Research on the History of Cultural Exchanges between
China and Japan during the Qing Dynasty

LYU Shunchang*

In Chinese academic circles, research into the history of cultural exchanges between
China and Japan during the Qing dynasty began as early as the end of the Qing
dynasty. Such activities have continued unabated in the one hundred years since,
and as a result a significant body of research has accumulated, despite fluctuations
in the relationship between the two countries, and the changes in the domestic sit-
uation in China. This article introduces some of the major works in this field of
research, and divides them into two periods: the late Qing Dynasty and the
Republic of China; and the contemporary period since the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China.

Keywords: Japan and the Qing Dynasty, Japan-China cultural exchange, Japan-

China relations, Chinese exchange students in Japan
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Advancing Japanese Studies in San Francisco

Stephen RODDY*

Thanks to the uniquely rich history of U.S.-Japan cultural exchanges that have
occurred in San Francisco, and the many resources that have accumulated as a
result, the city’s educational institutions are well placed to advance Japanese studies
and to ensure its future vitality in the U.S. This article presents an overview of how
the University of San Francisco has implemented various curricular and scholarly
initiatives that have situated Japan in broader regional and global contexts, and
stressed the relevance and contributions of Japanese culture to California and to San

Francisco itself.

Keywords: USE, transnational scholarship, Ricci Institute, San Francisco Zen

Center, Agonsha

Throughout its history, San Francisco has been known as a trendsetter, whether in politics, culture,
science, technology, or social movements. As the major U.S. port for trans-Pacific traffic following
the acquisition of California in the Mexican-American War of 1846, this has been especially true
of its role as a commercial and cultural bridge to Asia, particularly with Japan. The city has enjoyed
a virtually unbroken history of contact with Japan since the Kanrinmaru, which carried members
of the first official Japanese delegation to the U.S., including the young Fukuzawa Yukichi ff#i{R
#iih (1835-1901), docked there in February 1860. These maiden encounters of Japanese and San
Franciscans—famously including Fukuzawa’s photograph of himself with a thirteen-year-old resi-
dent of the city—inaugurated a gradual but steady proliferation of exchanges over subsequent
decades. A milestone of intercultural dialogue occurred around 1895, when Noguchi Yonejiro
PR IKER (“Yone Noguchi,” 1875-1947) received a warm welcome from San Francisco literary
figures like Joaquin Miller (1837-1913), and began publishing his poems in local journals.
Noguchi’s success sparked a growing interest in Japan’s literary and other cultural traditions,
including the earliest attempts at writing haiku in English." Unfortunately, the city also gained

unwanted notoriety for the local Board of Education’s decision in 1906 to exclude

*  Professor of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, University of San Francisco.

1 Hori Madoka 3 £ &>, “Nijiz kokuseki” shijin Noguchi Yonejiro | — T [EF ] 5§ NBFLIKIKER, Nagoya
University Press, 2012.
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Japanese-American children from attending its public schools, dealing a major blow to its image in
Japan. Nonetheless, in spite of such incidents, as well as the forced removal of the entire commu-
nity (Executive Order 9066) during World War 11, Japanese-Americans have remained visible and
exemplary citizens of the city’s diverse cultural mosaic, especially in and around the Japan Town
shopping complex. In that vicinity stand venerable institutions like Sokoji 5 #<F Temple (where
Suzuki Shunryi $5AREEE [1904-1971], the author of the bestselling Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind
[1970], served parishioners in the 1950s—1960s and later mentored the first generation of students
at the San Francisco Zen Center),” Soké Gakuen Z 22 (a private Japanese-language academy
that has provided instruction to all ages for over a century), and the multigenerational Soko
Hardware Store, all attesting to the continued currency of the poetic name “Mulberry Port” (S6ko
Z51#) given to the city by early visitors from Japan.

San Francisco hosts five major institutions of higher learning: the University of California,
San Francisco (UCSF), San Francisco State University (SFSU), University of California College of
the Law, San Francisco (UCLSEF), City College of San Francisco (CCSF), and the University of San
Francisco (USF). The last of these, USE a liberal arts university affiliated with the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits) and where I teach, is the oldest of the five and the second-oldest university in California.
Although its campus is located barely two kilometers from Japan Town, it lagged the others in
developing Japan-related curricula or research. This began to change in the 1970s, when a handful
of young scholars were hired to teach courses in Japanese history and business, and a small
Japanese-language program was established. At a watershed meeting in 1986, a representative from
the Vatican in Rome urged the campus administration to take advantage of its geographical prox-
imity to and historical connections with Asia to develop a center devoted to Asian studies. Two
years later, the Center for the Pacific Rim was established for that purpose, and various initiatives
were inaugurated, including the expansion of the Japanese-language program through a Japan
Foundation seed grant. In 1994, the Kiriyama Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Buddhist
organization Agonshi %% Honzan, endowed the Kiriyama Chair in Asia Pacific Studies at the
fledgling center. The Kiriyama Chair is named after the founder of Agonshi, Reverend (Kancho
%) Kiriyama Seiya filILI#5HE (1921-2016), who was an active interlocutor in interreligious
dialogue among Buddhists as well as Christians and other groups across the globe. During a visit
to the Vatican, he was hosted by a Jesuit priest who a few years later became his son-in-law. It was
through this former priest that Reverend Kiriyama met members of the USF Jesuit community,
and through that encounter came to the decision to make a major donation to the university. In
the nearly thirty years since then, this chair has funded a wide range of teaching, scholarship, and
community outreach, with a focus on promoting trans-Pacific peace and understanding, broadly
conceived. Although its resources have been spread across different programs and disciplines, the
chair has supported multiple conferences on Japanese politics, culture, and economics, and two
dozen or so visiting fellows who have conducted Japan-related research while resident at USE

SESU, a public institution and part of the California State University system, boasts a

well-established Japanese studies curriculum and faculty. But like other Japan-related programs

2 David Schneider, Crowded by Beauty: The Life and Zen of Poer Philip Whalen, University of California Press,
2015.
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across North America, enrollment began to plateau or decline after 2010,’ forcing the administra-
tion to terminate its once-thriving master’s program in Japanese-language pedagogy. By contrast,
USF has maintained steady and even increasing enrollment at all levels, including its graduate
degree programs. This ability to buck national trends can be attributed to several factors, but one
of them may be the unusually broad spectrum of courses in the humanities and cultural studies
that it offers. Thanks to the religious affiliation of the university and the beneficence of the
Kiriyama Foundation, instruction in theological studies and spirituality has been a hallmark of the
Japanese program. Courses on Asian spiritual traditions in general, but especially Japanese religion,
are offered regularly, and have typically included class visits to the San Francisco Zen Center, one
of several institutions in the city with a history of fostering education about Japanese Buddhist
practices and doctrines. Across the Golden Gate Bridge in Marin County, the Zen Center operates
Green Gulch Farm, where, in addition to producing organic produce, clergy and laypeople spend
months or even years in spiritual training. Other smaller temples and centers are scattered within
the city and outlying areas, and USF instructors have sent their students to intensive meditation
retreats (sesshin %) there to experience firsthand the spirit and rigor of Zen, or to learn about
related Japanese cultural practices such as chanoyu < D¥; (the tea ceremony) and its affiliated
traditions of ceramics or the martial arts. USF has also partnered with SFSU and the local
Omotesenke and Urasenke branches in holding an annual symposium devoted to tea culture, The
Ocha Zanmai International Conference on Chanoyu and Tea Culture of San Francisco, now in its
tenth year, and regularly hosts both local and visiting tea masters for lectures and
demonstrations.

In addition to the College of Arts and Sciences and a business school, USF also houses a
School of Education, which offers MA programs for aspiring K-12 teachers, and Ed.D. programs
for administrators and scholars of education. Conveniently located just blocks from the campus is
a Japanese bilingual immersion K-5 school where students in the multicultural education MA
program gain classroom experience to qualify for credential certification in this field. Other
opportunities for professional development include internships in the I.T., finance, international
trade, biotech, or other industries that are heavily represented in the city’s business district. In
recent years several graduates have joined or even founded innovative start-ups with an Asia- or
Japan-related focus. All of these extracurricular opportunities benefit from the proximity to the
active Japanese and broadly Japanophile community across the city. The opportunities for engage-
ment with these Japan-related organizations and community activities that are literally located in
the neighborhood, have significantly enriched and complemented the on-campus academic pro-
grams at USE

Perhaps most significant in terms of furthering the health and future viability of the Japanese
Studies program at USF have been efforts over the past decade to develop a broadly transnational
curriculum and research agenda that explores the connectedness of the country’s institutions and
cultural traditions to the wider world, both regionally as well as globally. In the research domain

this has taken place in part through the work of the Ricci Institute, which was located at USF from

3 Dennis Looney and Natalia Lusin, Enrollments in Languages Other than English in United States Institutions
of Higher Education, Summer 2016 and Fall 2016: Final Report. Modern Language Association, 2019. https://
www.mla.org/content/download/110154/file/2016-Enrollments-Final-Report.pdf.
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1984 to 2022, and houses a major research library devoted to the study of European and East
Asian cultural exchanges that followed the spread of Christianity to the region after 1550. The
director of the Institute, Fr. Antoni Ucerler, is a scholar of Japan’s “Christian Century,” and has
written extensively on Jesuit and other missionaries in Japan during the Azuchi-Momoyama % 1
BEII (ca. 1570-1600) and early Tokugawa fiiJI] (1603-1867) eras.” He has in recent years focused
the institute’s research efforts on the history of cartography, and acquired a number of rare
Japanese, Korean, and Chinese maps for the collection. In 2016, the institute sponsored a major
international symposium on cartography in East Asia, which included an exhibition of the world
maps of Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) and Ferdinand Verbiest (1623-1688) at the Asian Art
Museum of San Francisco. The aim of this and other collaborative projects was to demonstrate the
dissemination of various kinds of knowledge—doctrinal, technical, scientific, and broadly human-
istic—across East Asia, with Japan as one important node in this circuit of exchange that connected
the entire Eurasian landmass. The Ricci Institute recently relocated to Boston College, but the
Center for Asia Pacific Studies at USF carries on these regional and interdisciplinary pursuits,
minus the emphasis on Christian proselytizing.

Last but hardly least, the curriculum has evolved in recent years in similarly regional and
transnational directions, concurrent with and parallel to national trends in both pedagogy and
scholarship. As we have revised courses periodically and over multiple iterations, we try to begin
with a question: What kind of knowledge and skills should an undergraduate program in Japanese
studies impart? While this obviously includes in-depth study of traditions, texts, patterns, and
historical developments that are typically considered representative of the country, including
canonical literary texts, artistic works, and other such highlights, increasingly we encourage stu-
dents to explore topics from comparative perspectives, and to regard the reification, homogeneity,
singularity, and boundedness of Japan—or of any national or territorial unit—with an appropriate
level of skepticism. This has translated into curricula that foreground the engagement of Japanese
sociopolitical or cultural phenomena with counterparts elsewhere. Obviously, the worldwide
popularity of contemporary entertainment—J-pop, anime, manga, and gaming being the most
obvious examples—provides fertile ground for such explorations, which instructors utilize both to
inculcate understandings of present-day Japan, but also as useful vehicles for reinforcing language
study, even incorporating them into upper-division language courses. A course on the history of
Japanese photography taught by Karen Fraser, a specialist in this field, also offers considerable
possibilities for tracing the adaptation of imported technologies to indigenous aesthetic or cultural
norms and their reconfiguration in new, hybrid forms that in turn participate in the global dissem-
ination of images in the modern era.” While such topics are less germane to premodern historical
periods, our courses situate Japanese culture within the broader East Asian region and the crosscur-
rents that have flowed between its near neighbors on the continent. The wealth of recent scholar-
ship demonstrating the breadth and depth of such transnational processes has enabled us to do so

in ways that were inconceivable only a generation or two ago, when Japanese studies was still

4 M. Antoni Ucerler, The Samurai and the Cross: The Jesuit Enterprise in Early Modern Japan, Oxford
University Press, 2022; Adolfo Tamburello, M. Antoni J. Ucgerler, and Marisa Di Russo, Alessandro Valignano
S.1.: Uomo del Rinascimento, ponte tra Oriente e Occidente, Institutum Historicum Societatis Iesu, 2008.

5  Karen M. Fraser, Photography and Japan, University of Chicago Press (Reaktion Books), 2011.
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heavily influenced by the stress on the uniqueness of Japan’s historical evolution that so marked
postwar scholarship.

USEF is fortunate to be able to call on a talented cadre of instructors for its curriculum. Some
of them, such as the Zen priest and poet Gary Gach, possess an intimate knowledge of both
Japanese culture and the history of San Francisco’s engagement with its traditions, a history that
has profoundly affected the San Francisco region and even the world as a whole, such as in the
design of the first Apple computers.” By connecting our students with these traditions and the
multifarious manifestations of Japan’s presence in and relevance to the world around them, USF is

continuing to do its part in advancing the study of Japan on the eastern shore of the Pacific.
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The Appeal of the Translation Style and the Projection of Desire:
The Reception of Murakami Haruki’s Literature in Contemporary China

WANG Zhisong*

This article examines the reception of Murakami Haruki’s literature in China since
2009. Lin Shaohua’s translations of Murakami’s works monopolized the Chinese
reading market until 2009, but with the emergence of controversies that year sur-
rounding Lin’s translations, the scholarly authority of his translation was damaged,
with some voices disagreeing with his interpretation of Murakami’s literature as
having a “petite bourgeoisie sentiment.” It became a hot topic in the academic world,
the media, and amongst publishers, all of whom had different interests and points
of view. These various phenomena reflect the richness of Murakamf’s literature, but

also represent projections of the desires of academia, mass media, and publishers.

Keywords: Chinese translation, Modern Japanese literature, consumer society,

Sino-Japanese relations
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Japanese Classical Literary Studies in China:
Current Trends and State of the Field

ZHANG Longmei*

This article is a partial introduction to Japanese classical literature research at the
graduate school level, examining theses that won the award-winning master’s thesis
of China’s “Casio Cup” Excellent Master’s Thesis Award,” and Doctoral theses sub-
mitted at various Chinese universities. Moreover, I analyze papers published in the
Journal of Japanese Language study and Research, and projects approved by the
National Social Science Fund of China. In so doing, I aim to investigate the current

state and future trends of Japanese classical literary research in China.
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