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The Appeal of the Translation Style and the Projection of Desire:
The Reception of Murakami Haruki’s Literature in Contemporary China

WANG Zhisong*

This article examines the reception of Murakami Haruki’s literature in China since
2009. Lin Shaohua’s translations of Murakami’s works monopolized the Chinese
reading market until 2009, but with the emergence of controversies that year sur-
rounding Lin’s translations, the scholarly authority of his translation was damaged,
with some voices disagreeing with his interpretation of Murakami’s literature as
having a “petite bourgeoisie sentiment.” It became a hot topic in the academic world,
the media, and amongst publishers, all of whom had different interests and points
of view. These various phenomena reflect the richness of Murakamf’s literature, but

also represent projections of the desires of academia, mass media, and publishers.

Keywords: Chinese translation, Modern Japanese literature, consumer society,
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