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Abstract

Since ancient times, memorial stone objects concerned with Buddhism have proliferated rapidly.
The types of stone materials that can be processed have differed in the history according to
technological developments. Here I focus on the Kinai area of central Japan, where it is possible to
follow the transition over a long period of time.

In the Nara period, tuff, a soft stone material, was used in most of stone objects, and granite,
a hard stone material, was used in some stoneworks. Granite products are found at area related
to Todaiji Temple (Nara), suggesting that Silla engineers were involved in connection with the
Kegon Sutra. During the Heian period, soft stone was the main material used, and white tuff,
probably from Sanuki district, was especially favoured in Heian-kyo (Kyoto). The Korean masons
who were active in the Nara period probably returned to their home country, when the project was
completed.

After the Jisho Rebellion, Song stonemasons came to Japan and played an active role under the
influence of CHOGEN, who devoted himself to the reconstruction of Todaiji Temple. They remained
in Japan after the restoration of Todaiji Temple and left splendid works of art in various places.
The construction of Koyasan's milestones (Choishi) in the late 13th century grew to the point
where multiple teams produced more than 220 identical stone objects, and after the project was
completed, they are believed to have dispersed to various regions and worked in each area. From
this point on, until around the 15th century, granite became the main material for Buddhist
stoneworks.

Exceptionally, stoneworks made of hard sandstone became the norm at Koyasan. However,
in other areas, around the 16th century, sandstone, green schist, andesite and gabbro etc. were
added, while granite was the main material. This may have been due to the wide use of local stone
materials. The memorial stone objects using Kasuga-yama andesite (Kanambo stone), which is an
extremely hard stone, indicate the improvement of technology. In addition, stone objects made of

schist also began to appear, taking advantage of its laminar characteristics. In modern times, soft
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stone material, Izumi sandstone, became very popular, and the majority of gravestones were made
of it. However, many of the gravestones are now noticeably cracked and peeled off due to the rapid
weathering of the soft sandstone. On the other hand, after the middle of the 17th century, hard
sandstone used at Koyasan disappeared and it was replaced by granite. There are two possibilities
that 1) the hard sandstone could no longer be quarried, or 2) it was a choice made by those who
were aware of the disadvantages of sandstone.

The historical use of stone magterials in memorial stone objects has changed over time, telling

us the existence of technical and distributional restrictions at that time.
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