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Abstract

The breakthrough in stone construction in Japan was in the 13th century. The reason behind it
is the incorporation of a new method called “Yaana technique” (a stone block is split in two along
a line of chisel holes) from China. This method made it possible to use hard stone like granite. The
Yaana technique is thought to have originated in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province, China, where many
Yaana holes similar to those found in Japan can be seen. However, since shapes of Yaana holes
in the areas outside Ningbo is unclear, they were examined from various materials of China in
this study. As a result, it was confirmed that large Yaana holes that left groove-like marks were
often used in the northern China region, and deep Yaana holes were used in Fujian Province.
Although the shapes of these holes are different from those in the Ningbo area, there is very little
research on Yaana holes in China. Therefore, more data should be accumulated to elucidate the

developement of the Yaana technique.
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