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Abstract

In the Sinitic world, a culture existed in which epitaphs carvings, known as epitaphs, were
buried and placed in the tombs of powerful people, aristocrats and other influential figures. When
epitaphs are unearthed, it is possible to determine the date of construction of the grave and the
person buried, so they have been recognized as extremely important inhumation artifacts in the
fields of history and archaeology.

Epitaphs are valuable historical documents in the sense that the text is engraved in stone, and
they are also important as an information medium in that the information described at the time is
directly transmitted to the present.

Epitaphs are believed to have originated in the Han [ i | dynasty, and at first the family name
and position of the deceased were simply written on the stone. With the passage of time, they were
buried and placed in the tomb and detailed descriptions of the deceased's achievements during
their lifetime were added at the end, along with an ‘inscription’ in rhyme, which was a lament for
the deceased.

In addition, the shape and style of the tombstones became moulded around the Bei Weildt %l]
dynasty. During the Tang [ /] dynasty, the culture of tombstones flourished and their size became
huge and culturally established. During the Khitan [ 22} ] (Liao [ # ]) dynasty, there was a clear
correlation between the status of the deceased and the size of the tombstones, and epitaphs with
Khitan scripts were limited to a small number of the deceased, such as relatives of the emperor.

Epitaphs are buried in sealed graves. The question therefore remains as to whom the text of
the epitaph is addressed. The author considered that, as well as serving the purpose of mourning
the deceased, the epitaphs also served the purpose of self-awareness of the person conducting the
funeral rites themselves. The Bei Wei, Tang and Kkitan (Liao) dynasties, during which the culture
of tombstones developed, corresponded to the period in the Sinitic world when the surrounding
ethnic groups were entering society, and the author considered the possibility that this may have

been related to this historical background.
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