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Abstract

In the cemetery space, there are two main types of early modern stone sculptures: the first
is cemetery equipment. The second is grave markers. Grave markers make up a large part of
the cemetery and are erected by individuals or families. This paper examines the use of stone
materials in early modern stone structures, focusing on cemetery facilities and the stones used for
grave markers, which were constructed in the same period but of different character. As for the
cemetery facilities, I conducted a survey of stones used for cemetery facilities in the northeastern
part of Nara City of Nara Prefecture and Nabari City of Mie Prefecture. As a result, tuff and
granite from the locality or nearby areas were used for cemetery facilities. On the other hand, the
use of Izumi sandstone for grave markers was noted (Kutsuki, 2004; Sato, 2009), indicating that
stone types were different between grave markers erected at the same time by mass production
and cemetery facilities built at one time in the cemetery. This may be because funeral rites
involving cemetery facilities are rooted in the local community, and therefore, people of the
community may have found the meaning in the use of stones occuring in the community area

rather than stones brought from the outside.
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