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Stone use, industry and stone culture formation in the produciton areas of Shirakawa-ishi
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Abstract
The field excursion conducted in June 12th, 2022 was the first excursion of the research project
“the geological characteristics of Japanese culture”, which concentrated on a famous granite stone
in Kyoto, Shirakawa-ishi. We observed on the production and processing of the stone, the change of
land use and stone landscapes of its production area, and on the shape, concept and maintenance
of its gravel in Japanese gardens. We had active discussions from different aspects such as geology,
archaeology, history, religious studies, philosophy and literature to grasp the overall picture of the

stone culture created by Shirakawa-ishi.
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