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Publishing and Cultural Politics: The Late Qing Books on Reproductive Medicine and
Their Readership
Zhang Zhong-min
(Department of History Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: The Late Qing period saw many a national discourse fabricated by intellectuals
with the expectation of national strengthening and booming patriotism. The books on
reproductive medicine of that time fit well in this framework, which received yet less than
enough academic notice. In fact, the authors and publishers articulated their national and
statal concerns, believing that practical ways of racial upgrading and eugenics were to be
found in the western "scientific" knowledge, sometimes via Japan. These books were of
certain significance in modern Chinese cultural history as they suggested the thirst for a
powerful state and a prepotent nation haunting the modern Chinese mind; while
illuminated the intertwining relationship between publishing and cultural politics. The
whole link from the author, the publisher through the reader and its meaning deserve good
scholarly thoughts.

Keywords: Publishing Advertisement, Strengthening the Nation, Books on Reproductive
Medicine, Readership, Cultural Politics
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