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An Archaeological Sites Database Project

Morimoto Susumu

National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara

An initiative to build a comprehensive database of Japan's bunkazai (cultural properties),
launched in 1987 by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, has now progressed to the design
development stage. In this project, bunkazai have been divided into two categories, fudosan
(immovable) and dosan (movable), and a "national center system" for the handling of the
data related to fudosan bunkazai has been set up at the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Nara (Nabunken). The system for processing the information on dosan
bunkazai, on the other hand, is to be established at the Tokyo National Museum. At
Nabunken, we decided to target archaeological sites in the first phase of our database-
building efforts, and in February 1990 invited municipal officials in charge of bunkazai-
related affairs from across the country to discuss relevant issues. Based on the results of this
meeting and the findings from our own research, we selected the materials to be included in
the archaeological database and announced the details in the 75th issue of Maizo Bunkazai
(Buried Cultural Properties) News published in September 1992.

Our work commenced in earnest when funding was provided in a supplementary budget
approved in late 1995. Data entry, meanwhile, was started with the implementation of the
fiscal 1996 budget. One of the issues encountered at this stage was the scarcity of
comprehensive archaeological resources covering the entire nation. There were, however,
190,000 sites on maps produced under the initiative of the Agency, and we decided to
concentrate first on compiling their contents into the database. We have since steadily worked
on data entry while also, with the limited funds available, managing to proceed with the task
of migrating to a new system. Our highest priority in these efforts has been the preservation
of the archaeological data, which in itself represents an important national asset.

The sources of archaeological information available for this project comprise three
different format types: maps and lists of registered archaeological sites and excavation
reports (summaries). At Nabunken, we have been striving to create a database that is reliable
enough to serve as a primary resource by ensuring that the format differences in our data

entry operation are handled.
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