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CORONA satellite photographs are available from U. S. Geological Survey, EROS Data Center, Sioux
Falls, SD, USA.
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Use of Satellite Images in Archaeology

and Historical Geography
Ogata Noboru

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University

This report presents examples of the use of satellite photography in archaeology and
historical geography, with the focus on the images captured by the CORONA
reconnaissance system during the 1960s and released in 1995. Compared to the satellite
imagery provided by earlier systems such as LANDSAT, the CORONA images have higher
resolution and show the Earth's topography in more detail. Another feature of these pictures
is that, having been taken several decades ago, some of them provide views of the landscape
elements that have since become lost through urbanization and are therefore not present in
any of the high-resolution images taken by the current generation of satellites. These are the
factors that make the CORONA images an invaluable resource in archaeological prospecting
and in the recreation of historical landscapes.

The examples to be presented in this report concern, among others, the Great Stupa of
King Kanishka in Pakistan and Ai Khanoum in Afghanistan. The former was extensively
explored and studied in the early 20th century but has since been destroyed through
urbanization, while the latter, an ancient Hellenistic city, was discovered in the 1960s when

some of its structures were unearthed.
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