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[Abstract]
The Courtesy of Audiences and Kingship in Zhou Dynasty, China

GUO Qiyong
Wuhan University

Chouhei was a courtesy performed between the sovereign and the lords, as well as among the
lords themselves. It traces its origin from the exchange of presents among the different social
units in the ancient society. During the times of Western Zhou this custom gradually developed
into courtesy between the chief and the submitting provinces, or among the different provinces
and, taking the form of a rule and virtue, started acting in unison with bugaku.

When the lords were shown to the emperor, as well as when the vassals were accepted by
their lord, the ceremony was called chox. When a lord was accepted by another lord, it was also
called chou. Thus was called the ceremony when an inferior in rank was shown to a superior, but

according to the situation it was divided into chow, sou, kin, guu, kai, dou, and so on. Choy,
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sou, kin, and guu were namings connected with the four seasons, yet there was no difference in
the ceremony itself. Its purpose was mutual understanding. Informal visit was called kai and this
happened mainly when the lords showed up with their military forces in order to help subdue a
rebellion. In case the different lords or their subordinates paid together a visit to the emperor, it
was called dou. Kin was used especially when the lords paid a visit to the emperor. The ceremonies
chouken and kinken had differences, but they were united with the name of choukin.

When the emperor sends envoys to the landlords, it is called kei. The same naming is
used also when the lords send envoys to the emperor, as well as when they send missions to each
other or the sovereign sends envoys with inquiries to the provinces. Hei can be divided into
(chouyou), son, mon, shou etc. according to the situation. Also, the personal visitation of the
emperor to each province every twelve years was called hensu.

Each of the chou and hei ceremonies was quite complex. There is no record of them in

Chourei, while in “Girei” of Keisho we see mentioned heire: and kinrei, and there are some
details about the courtesy system of heirei in Western Zhou. Kiden also gives some evidence
about the system of spring and autumn chouhe: of Western Zhou.

The chouhei courtesy depicts the relations between the Zhou Court and the lords, as well
as those among the lords. It basically follows the system of land distribution by the emperor
according to the law of Western Zhou, and seeking to protect the authority of the Zhou imperial
family, at the same time supports the relations among the small and main vassals and the landlord,
as well as among the lords themselves. It is accomplished by the rules of shinshin and somson.

This courtesy can be seen also as a protocol of diplomacy today, yet it actually sought to
increase imperial authority. The rituals of chouher found place in administration, taxation, and
judicial administration. They granted the place for creating military, political, and economic
relations of cooperation and unity, for exchange of information.

The legislation represented a political form of the family system. “Structural Unity of the
State”, “Unity of Loyalty and Filial Piety”- such a structure and concepts were present in the policy
of the historical times from Qin to the People’s Republic.

By the way, the imperial authority and control depicted in the chouhei courtesy differ from
the point of Qin centralization on. The basic difference is between the feudal legislation system
and the system of provinces. The relations between the sovereign and the provinces are on the one
hand benign, yet it was definitely not always that an order was followed. There are different
examples, like the lords of the different provinces uniting into federations.

Also the system of three chou - of interior, policy, and exterior - was a means to restrict
the power of the sovereign and the landlords to some extent.

The system of chouhei courtesy, with its peace and harmony, played a positive role, influ-
encing the ways in which the central government treated the surrounding nomadic people from the

period of Qin on.
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