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[Abstract])

From the Roman Emperors to the Byzantine Emperors
—Ideas and Ceremonies of the Byzantine Imperial Accession—

INOUE Koichi
Osaka City University

The general view of Byzantine Emperors has held that they were autocrats with absolute power,
while at the same time theories pointing to the existence of limits restraining imperial authority
in the form of a constitution have also been strong. The latter emphasize that the Byzantine
Emperor 1) obeyed the law and 2) was elected by electors, the law in this case being Roman law
and the electors being the people, the Senate, and the army - the very same that were inherited
from the Roman Empire. This report takes a look at the ideas and ceremonies surrounding the
Byzantine imperial accession in light of Roman imperial traditions.

The traditional accession ceremony, in which the Emperor was chosen by the acclamations
of the electors (the people, the Senate, the army) was kept alive by the Byzantine Empire, despite
changes in such things as the social status of the electors, the actual procedure of imperial accla-
mation, and other aspects which occurred with the passing of time. In this system, which could
be described as an elective monarchy, the emperor could in no way be considered an absolute
monarch, but was considered rather a primus infer pares (first among equals), to a certain extent
subject to the will of the electors.

Nevertheless, emperors often named successors and crowned co-emperors with their own
hand. The line of succession in such cases was more often than not from father to son, which
resulted in a hereditary dynasty. This type of succession was founded on the belief that the
emperor was the representative of God on earth, within whose power lay the selection of a
successor. Coronation of the emperor by the Patriarch of Constantinople at Hagia Sophia,
custumary after the middle of the 7" century, also contributed to legitimizing the absoluteness of
the emperor’s status.

The existence of accalamation on the one hand and the coronation of co-emperors on the
other points to the contradictory nature of the Byzantine Emperor: a primus inter pares and an
absolute monarch. The Byzantine imperial system carried within itself those mutually contradictory
ideas. This report specifically looks at the conflicts and blending of the two different succession
ideas and ceremonies, focusing on the struggles for the imperial throne which took place in the

middle of the 11tn century.
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