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(Abstract]
Ottoman Patrimonial Bureaucracy and Timar System

SUZUKI Tadashi
Institute of Oriental Culture, The University of Tokyo

Two images cause complication concerning the state structure of the Ottoman Empire. One of
these images attaches much importance to the feudal element, while the other emphasizes the
element of the patrimonial bureaucracy.

The essential feudal element in the former is called the timar system. The roots of the
Ottoman State are looked for in the Muslim-Turkish group that appeared in Anatolia in the 13"
century. These groups were centered on mounted warriors gazi whose purpose was the holy war,
gaza.

This group adopted method of distribution of the conquered lands as the allowance of the
warriors. Later on systematic land surveys (f@hrir) started, and the system called #imar in which
the sovereign distributed allowances to each warrior in line with the land survey records, known
as tahrir defteri,was established.

In contrast with this development, the patrimonial bureaucratic nature of the Ottoman State
intensifies with the establishment of the members of the Ottoman family as the sovereigns, cen-
tralization of power in their hands, and systematization of their rule. The Ottoman ruler, in the
early stages was a first among the equals-primus inter pares. As they secured the title of sultan,
however, they started to reign as despots, and only then the patrimonial bureaucracy with its
allegiance to the will and orders of the Sultan was established as an organization in order to
accomplish their rule and administration.

Thus, the timar system as the military organization of the mounted soldiers, and the patri-
monial bureaucratic system existed together in the Ottoman State for a while, yet from the second
half of the sixteenth century onwards, signficant changes took place in the military system. The
mounted soldiers under the #mar system started to loose their military function, and gradually
deprived of their timar. Those timar lands were given to tax collectors in their respective regions.
This, however, was not a result of the corruption of the mounted soldier group, but rather was a
renection of the developments that pushed for larger regular armies with foot soldiers at the
center, as firearms gained importance. Hence, it should be understood as the Ottoman response

that best fitted to the military revolutions in its environment.
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