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[Abstract)

Late Feudalism in England: The Case of Richmondshire

Anthony POLLARD

University of Teesside

The political and social structure of the north-western European kingdoms in the middle ages was
different from Japan. Whereas in pre-modermn Japan warriors, courtiers and administrators belonged
to separate spheres, in Europe they did not: a great man could be, often needed to be all three,
warrior, courtier and bureaucrat. For want of a better word the social structure in which these
roles were performed is called feudalism. Late feudalism in England was dubbed °Bastard
Feudalism’ in the nineteenth century, on the grounds that it was a debasement of feudalism as it
had once been. Debate among English historians in the twentieth century focussed on its charac-
teristics. Little attention was given to the surviving forms of earlier feudalism and their continuing
significance, especially in the frontier regions of the kingdom. This paper seeks to redress this
imbalance by specific reference to the liberty, or ‘county’, of Richmond, otherwise known as
Richmondshire, in north-west-Yorkshire. It is made possible by the survival of two collections of
documents from c¢.1400 which detail the feudal structure. They, and related material, reveal that
in the heartland of the Honour of Richmond the old arrangements still had meaning, ritually,
financially, politically and militarily. Those that exercised power in Richmondshire, throughout the
later middle ages on behalf of an absentee earl, were warriors and courtiers, and on occasion
bureaucrats, whose power was significantly enhancedy their capacity to tap the residual feudal

authority of the earl in his liberty.
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