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[Abstract)

On the Yangban s Local Ruling and the Village Code (%&#9)
in the Choson Dynasty

LEE Song Mu

National Institute of Korean History

The Yangban (RA¥E) , the ruling class of villages in the Choson dynasty, operated organizations
such as the Kyongjaeso (FITEFT, Capital Liaison Office, an office built in the capital “Seoul”
for the rural Yangban posted at high government offices) and the Yuhyangso (B%BFF, a council
or office in local villages for the local Yangban to gather) and enforced the village code.

The Kyongjaeso was established for the bureaucracy based in Seoul to consult on matters
such as personnel affairs, offerings to the state, tax and public order in rural areas. The Kyogjaeso
had command over the Yuhyangso of each region, which were organized with the local elites.
For such aspects, the Yuhyangso was also called the branch Kyongjaeso. While the Koryo
Sasimguan cooperated with the local natives to govern the rural areas, the Choson Kyongjaeso and
Yuhyangso left the Gunhyun (BR%%, county and prefecture) affairs to the local natives but at the
same time maintained the Hyanggwon (¥F#). Such characteristics were due to the policies for
suppressing the power of the local natives during the early Choson dynasty.

But as the centralized government system intensified after the seventeenth century the

Suryong obtained authority to designate the Hyangim (%3{F) of the Yuhyangso, which formerly
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belonged to the Kyongjaeso. And the Yuhyangso local agency went under the control of the
Suryong to be setback as a petty official.

Meanwhile after the sixteenth century village codes were enforced in rural villages. The
first village code was the Village Code of Yu’s (7= 5K##9) made by the Yu clan (2 ) who lived
in Lantian (B2M) of the Song (58) dynasty. However the village code that was enforced in the
mid Choson dynasty originated from the modified version Village Code of Chu Hsi (41188
= ES#9) written by Chu Hsi.

The Confucian Literati Village Code was operated mainly by the Hyanghoe (3%, the village
self-administration council) which was composed of Hyangwons (%5 E). The list of the
Hyangwons was called the Hyangan (#8%%). The fund for running the organization was raised by
the Hyangkye (#32). The Kye (¥, mutual assistance association) was generally run with mem-
bership fees or by fund interest. A Kye could be organized by adding “Kye (32)” after the name
of a project or business. This is why the village code (%F#3), Dong village code (JF#3), Chon
village code (##9) and the Jong village code (5%#9) are also called Hyangkye ($£%2) ,
Dongkye (%), Chonkye (%) and Jongkye (GF#).

The Chuhyon village code (JNEZ%F#9) was enforced in the district units do,
Gunhyon, Myon, Ri and Dong under the management of the local prefect. It was
mainly purported for intensifying the government Gunhyon and Myonri (fiH) systems
and for educating the rural residents. The Chuhyon village code was not practiced
efficiently during the mid Choson dynasty when the Confucian literati village code
flourished due to the uncooperative manner of the Confucian literati. Then as the local
prefect’'s authority was reinforced in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the
Chuhyon village code became popular.

The Dongri village code (RAFRESHI) was part of the Chuhyon village code (JM&%
%#0#9) . But it had two factors which differed from the Chuhyon village code. One was
the matter of joint payment (Z:[F#, joint payment of taxes and expenses) and the
other, the matter of combining with the traditional community organizations such as
the Hyangdo (&%), Kye (), Ture (1) and Dongje (JA%%). The Yijong system (B
EH#l) from the Articles for Appropriate Management of Military Services by Freeborn
(B#&%@E1H) was also purported for joint payment of tax, grain exchange and draft
labor. The government also built a Mingo (&, a warehouse for storing money and
grain collected from rural residents to be used by local offices) to promote joint pay-

ment.
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