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The sketch map of the change ob the city's address in ancient times in Xi'an region
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[ Abstract]

Xian is an ancient capital well-known at home and abroad, with a history of over 3000
years divided into three evolutionary phases. The first phase, the period as the capital of
the empire, lasted from 1059 B.C., when Wen-wang of the Zhou dynasty built the govern-
ment in Fengjing, until A.D. 904, when the Tang dynasty collapsed. During this span of
nearly 2000 years, 16 dynasties, or regimes, including the Western Zhou, Qin, Western
Han, Sui, and Tang, founded their capitals. Xian was the seat of government during as
many as 1133 of these years. The second phase, the period as a central provincial city,
began in A.D. 904, the end of the Tang dynasty, and ended in 1911 with the fall of the
Manchurian dynasty Qing. This period of over 1000 years saw the reigns of several dynas-
ties or regimes, among them the Five Dynasties, Northern Song, Jin, Yuan, Ming, and
Qing, all of which, however, always acted only as administrative, economic, and cultural
centers in northwestern China, more precisely the western region. The third phase is the
period of evolution to a modern city, lasting over 90 years, from the 1911 Revolution until
the present day, which has been described as the modernization of the Republic of China

and the founding and construction of the modern state of the People's Republic of China.

This text discusses the form of the city and the functional roles that were shared
among districts, together with changes at each juncture of the three historical phases men-
tioned above. It also examines how these changes related to the replacement of dynasties,
transition of systems, development of economic society and, among other things, the con-
cept of ideological culture and its variations, with a view to describing the ideas and spiri-
tual factors leading to Xian's transformation as a city across its history, as well as the
underlying rich Chinese culture continually passed from generation to generation. The liv-
ing philosophical tradition exemplified in such concepts as the unification of the human
mind with the universe, urban construction in harmony with natural beauty, the preserva-
tion of historic heritage, harmony and coexistence of human beings with nature and of
human beings among themselves, will continue to provide an important spiritual support

and practical guide for the people as they build up the modern city of Xian.
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