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[ Abstract]

The structure of the central axis had been an important character of many Chinese cities in historical
time. The idea of the structure of the central axis was formed and developed during the Sha and the
Shang Dynasties. Although the capital Xian Yang in the Qin Dynasty and Chang An in the Western
Han Dynasty did not have the central axis structure, the layout of Xian Yang And Chang An had on
effect on the formation and perfection of the layout of the capital in <Kao gong Ji>. The arrangement
of the "King Palace" at the northern end of the central axis mainly related to the natural environment.
The changes in the structure of the central axis in Da Du city in Yuan Dynasty and Beijing city in
Ming and Qing dynasties were also influenced by the natural environment. They were the result of
creating a better harmony with the nature. The extension and the development of the structure of the
central axis in later Ming Dynasty and Qing is connected with social and economic factors. However
the incarnation of the idea or model of the capital layout of <Kao Gong Ji> in the real planning of
these cities from Chang An in Sui and Tang Dynasties to Beijing city in Ming and Qing Dynasties
demonstrates that there has been a continuing development, maturation and perfection of this process.
In addition to the layout of the cities, local administration centers have also, to a lessen extend, tried
to follow the idea or model of the structure of the central axis in <Kao Gong Ji>. The changes or diff-
erences in the natural environment and human conditions have also resulted in a diversification of the
morphology of the central axis.
Keywords: Chinese historical cities, the structure of central axis, morphology of central axis,

the layout of city, morphology of city
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