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[ Abstract]

I believe that any study about the transfer of the palace during the ancient period is intrinsically linked
with issues related to the rituals of enthronement that occurred at the palace. One can roughly distin-
guish between the enthronement at the old palace (a) and at the new palace (b). A more detailed clas-

sification would look as follow:

(a-1) enthronement at the old palace - burial rites for the late emperor - transfer of the palace
(a-2) enthronement at the old palace - transfer of the palace - burial rites for the late emperor

(a-3) burial rites for the late emperor - enthronement at the old palace - transfer of the palace
In case (a-1), the abandoning of the old palace happens after the burial rites for the late emperor. In ex-

ample (a-2) the abandoning of the old palace and the transfer to the new palace happens before the bur-

ial rites for the late emperor. Finally in case of (a-3) the enthronement happens after the burial rites for
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the late emperor. The similarity between (a-1) and (a-2) is that in both examples the enthronement
takes place at the old palace, which suggests that probably some spiritual rites for the corpse or the
bones of the late emperor still have to take place. By contrast, in example (a-3) the enthronement at the
old palace is not necessary limited by issues of succession because the late emperor’s tomb had probably

already been erected.

When the enthronement takes place at the new palace (b) we see an evasion from the late emperor’s

palace:

(b-1) burial rites for the late emperor - enthronement at the new palace

(b-2) enthronement at the new palace - burial rites of the late emperor

There is an overall tendency to change the enthronement from the old palace to the new palace but there
are also exceptions. The hypothesis I am putting forward in this paper is that the existence of the
‘Daigokuden (K#E)> symbolizes ‘the capital of the emperor’. The etymology of the word ‘Daigoku’
means ‘Land of Wizards’. This is based on the explanation that the title “Tenno’ originates from the
highest Taoist deity ‘Tenkotaitei’. The first time the term ‘Daigokuden’ appears in the Nihonshoki is
during the 4" year of Kogyoku (645). The existence of the ‘Daigokuden’ cannot be simply denied when
we look at the remaining structure of Kogyoku’s Asuka itabuki Palace, even if the archeological find-
ings are unclear. Moreover, the fact that the octagonal-shaped burial mound which symbolizes the

otherworld in Taoist thought is called “Tenno’ is also related.

I want to draw attention to the fact that Jomei was buried in an Octoganal-shaped mound. However, we
don’t know from the archeological findings whether or not there existed a “Daigokuden” in the palace
of Jomei. It has been verified that there was a so-called Dairi-zenden in the remaining structure of the
palace where Kotoku was enthroned, after the reign of Jomei and Kogyoku and it is thought that it was
during Kotoku’s reign that the building corresponding with the ‘Daigokuden’ was called ‘Tenno’. If
‘Daigokuden’ changed to ‘Tenno’, then it can be suggested that it was Bunmei’s enthronement that is

referred to in the Nihonshoki as the ‘Daigokuden’ of the Asuka Itabuki Palace.

I want to first express my reservation about the fact that Tenji’s Otsu Palace has still not been studied
much in archeological research. However, during Temmu’s reign a wooden plaque with the inscription
‘Tenno’ has been escavated and in the Nihonshoki ‘Daigokuden’ is mentioned during the 10" year of
Temmu. Moreover, during the escavation of the Temmu Palace, ‘Ebinoko Daiden’ a building which cor-
responds with the ‘Daigokuden” was detected South East of the ruins of the Asuka Itabuki Palace and

we can assume that the name ‘Tenno’ was used.
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During archeological research conducted at the ruins of the Asuka Itabuki Palace, looking from the
lower layers upwards the remaining structures of the Asuka-Okamoto Palace, the Asuka-Itabuki Palace
and the Asuka Kiyomi-no-hara Palace were found. This suggests that that the palace instead of being
transferred, was rebuilt on the same spot. Palace cities built after the Fujiwara Palace city were the first
that made successive use of the same Imperial Palace area. Thus, I argue that in the later capital cities
the palace was not transferred, because the ‘Daigokuden’ can be seen as a device to help the emperor

resurrect from his death.
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