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[Abstract]

Iconography of Esoteric (Tantric) Buddhism at Dunhuang

PENG Jin Zhang
Dunhuang Institute

Within the rock caves at Dunhuang, one can see both Chinese Mikkyo (Esoteric or Tantric
Buddhism) iconography and Tibetan Mikkyo iconography. Speaking in terms of China's domestic
Mikkyo system during the T'ang, and considering all existing Mikkyo remains and Mikkyo
iconography, the Chinese remains and iconography in Dunhuang's Bakko and Anseiyurin caves are
the richest and most complete.

Conversely, of all the Tibetan remains before the fifteenth century, the possessions of these two
sites are the most complete; especially Bakko cave no. 465 which is the most typical. Apart from
this, a sutra repository cave containing large quantities of Tibetan and Chinese texts pertaining to
Mikkyo provide invaluable materials for the study of Esoteric Buddhism (Mikkyo).

I. Chinese Mikkyo Iconography in Dunhuang Cave Sites
1. Northern Dynasties (420-589)
2. Sui-early T’ang (Sui: 581-618; T’ang: 618-907)
3. Height of the T’ang
4. Middle T’ang
5. Late T’ang
6. The advent of the Ts’ao Family
7. Hsi-hsia (990-1227)
8. Yuan (the Mongols) [(1206-) 1271-1368]

I1. Tibetan Mikkyo Iconography in Dunhuang Cave Sites
1. Tibetan Mikkyo Iconography of mid-late Hsi-hsia
2. Tibetan Mikkyo Iconography of the Yuan

ITI. Conclusion: Necessary Considerations for Future Research on Dunhuang Mikkyo
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