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[Abstract]

Materials Concerning the Vairocanabhisambochisutra (Dainichikyo) and
the Garbha (Taizo) Mandala in Tibet

TANAKA Kimiaki
The Eastern Institute, Inc.

The Ryokai Mandalas that were conveyed to Japan from Tang China at the beginning of the ninth
century did not only constitute the center for the Buddhist icons in Japan, but they also affected the
entire culture of Japan as well. Among these, sources related to Vajradhatu (Kongokai) Mandala are
relatively abundant as the original shape in India, or documentary records and drawings in Nepal
and Tibet, where the Mandalas were inherited, are preserved. However, as much as the Garbha
(Taizo) Mandala is concerned, there are very few documentation left today as esoteric Buddhism
based on the Vairocanabhisambodhisutra waned in India quite early. Still it was known that
Vairocanabhisambodhisitra was conveyed from India to Tibet during the Tu-fan (H:3) era, and
although they are very rare, there still are examples of Garbha Mandala in Tibet.

Several examples of Garbha Mandala of Tibet such as the mandala that Rev.bSod-nams rgya-
mtsho brought with him during his exile, or that preserved in the Tateyama Museum in Toyama
Prefecture were known heretofore, yet I have been able to collect documentary records, line
drawings, and photographs in amounts that exceeded expectations during the investigations for the
restoration works on the Tibetan version of Ryokai Mandalas, undertaken between 1994 and 1996
at “Toga Meditation Museum” in Toyama Prefecture. Based on that study it appeared that examples
of Garbha Mandala of Tibet revealed considerable differences from each other concerning the
disposition of each deity, or their iconography.

The thang-ka that Rossi and Rossi in London put on sale in 1993 is the oldest article with the

possibility that it can be dated to as early an age as 13th century, and the main image on it faces
east, and the arrangement of each other image is reverse. And on the upper story of four gates four
Buddhas of Garbha Mandala (Taizo-shibutsu) are depicted. On the other hand there are wall
paintings of Garbha Mandala images in Kun-bzang Lha-khang (Samantabhadra-chapel) and Don-
zhags lha-khang (Amoghapasa-chapel) at dPal-khor chos-sde Pagoda (early 15th century).
The transmission of Vairocanabhisambodhisutra and Garbha Mandala in Central Tibet has basically
ceased, yet I discovered that the transmission is still alive in Amdo (Northern Tibet) in a very
limited manner. There are lectures on Vairocanabhisambodhisiitra in the Dus-’khor grva-tshang
(Kalacakra College) in the Labrang monastery (Kansu,China) and I have succeeded in
photographing the thang-ka of the Garbha Mandala kept in the Dus-"khor grva-tshang during my
1996 searches. The Labrang version resembles with the Tateyama Museum version, and seems to
support my estimations that this piece was Amdo origin.

I have also obtained numerous wood prints on rituals (giki) preseved at the Labrang monastery.
These contain texts whose existence were already known, or even reproduced as the Panchen Lama
I, and Panchen Lama III’s ritual manuals on Garbha Mandala, but they also contain such texts as
bTsun-gzugs shes-rab rgya-mtsho’s 62-folio manual which were hitherto unknown. bTsun-gzugs
shes-rab rgya-mtsho’s birth and death dates are unclear, I have heard that he was a learned priest
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pursuing his studies at the Dus-"khor grva-tshang in the Labrang monastery.

On the other hand, I have been able to obtain from the Rva-rgya monastery at Chinhai Golok
Prefecture, the copies of the Samaya Mandala in line drawings that froms the rough design of the
Sand Mandala, and also the copies of the woodblocks and the manuscripts of ritual manuals kept at
the same monastery. Part of these documents, such as the Panchen Lama’s rituals as mentioned
above are already known, yet there also texts such as the iconometrical notes of the Garbha
Mandala even the existence of which were hitherto unknown.

In this presentation, I will attempt to shed light on the enigma of the Vairocanabhisambodhistitra
in Tibet and the Garbha Mandala, and make comparisons with the pieces in Japan, and outline their
characteristics, based on the paintings and documents mentioned above.



