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[Abstract]
Figure and Place of the Sacred Sutra
— 0O1d Manuscripts in Dunhuang and Japan —

ISHIZUKA Harumichi
Hokkaido University

While numerous old Chinese manuscripts from 7th century, or One million Pagodas Dharani
printed books from late 8th century can be found in Japan today, very few in China or Korea has
been transmitted up to day. (As to the reason of that situation it could be said that while in Japan the
older standards get fixated as they were, or even when new standards arise the older standards
would be preserved together with them, in the case of China or Korea the older standards have been
discriminated against with the rise of newer ones.) In the early 20th century, Dunhuang
Manuscripts have been found, and more than forty thousand old Chinese manuscripts appeared, and
the situation has undergone a change.

Main part of the Dunhuang manuscripts are Buddhist scriptures of sacred teachings, and more
than forty thousand materials that date from fourth to eleventh centuries, once outlined, could allow
us to know the existence and change of standards in each period and the cultural history scene. The
materials that antedate Sui Dynasty are mostly Northern Dynasty sutra copies, with few numbers of
Southern dynasty sutras. The form and standard of writing Chinese characters, brush and paper etc.
are different; hence these two can be distinguished at first sight. Sui sutras are revealed certain
points that resembles the Southern Dynasty sutras, yet the paper used are peculiar. In the early Tang
Court sutras there are strict standards concerning form and standard of writing Chinese characters,
the brush, and the paper used. In general the Dunhuang manuscripts from mid-seventh century up
to mid-eighth century reflect the Central Culture of China, yet those after the period of the invasion
of Tibetan people in late eighth century are totally of a different character. The brush and the paper
used, or the academic traditions start to become considerably different from the Central Culture of
China.

As the standards of each period, and their change become clearer, it would be of great help to
distinguish the numerous twentieth century Dunghuang manuscript forgeries.

In the old sutra manuscripts of Japan, the standards of early Tang were fixated concerning
standards of writing Chinese characters, etc, and these standards did not alter even after they were
changed in China. This resembles to the situation concerning the pronunciations of Sino-Japanese
in which were Go-on, and Kan-on were fixed and preserved even after they underwent change in
China.
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