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Mathematical Shape of Sacred Figures

OCHIAI Hitoshi
Doshisha University

The sacred, in case of Christianity the God, is alien to this mundane world, and is not this world.
Hence the Sacred, that is the God, cannot be an existence on this world, and it is not possible for us,
the living people on this world, to grasp, perceive, understand, or see it, and originally it should not
be possible to grasp its shape. However Christianity has been drawing countless figures of the God,
and the Christ who is God himself. How can it be possible to draw the figure of God, which should
originally be impossible to draw? It would not be an exaggeration to say that the great debates of
Christianity that took place from the 4™ to 8" and to 9™ centuries were centered on this question. It
was the Icon debate through the three-one argument and the Christ debates.

In my argument I shall first review this debate, and argue that this debate was an analysis of the
basic religious doctrine of Christianity, namely the doctrine that puts the immanence of God in this
world in order to redeem us -that is the “God become man” doctrine, with the phraseology of the
Greek philosophy. In result, I shall put in light that drawing the figure of the God, or Christ, is in
itself an act of testimony to the basic Christian doctrine that “the God become man” and is
immanent in this world.

However, the debate on the possibility of grasping the shape of the God has not ended at that
point. Figures of this world are restricted, and limited in one way or another. And the alien of this
world has no shape and no limits, and cannot be restricted into any shape. Hence grasping the shape
of God is equal to grasping the infinite. How can the infinite with no limits be grasped? It is this
question that set theory of mathematics have asked from the mid-nineteenth century well into the
twentieth.

In this presentation will try to see the possibilities of set theory in relation to drawing the shape
of God. Put in other words, I wish to draw a mathematical picture of God. The meaning of drawing
an iconographic picture of God might become more visible through the grasp of the mathematical
shape of God. For example the three-one debate happens to be an inevitable result of God’s being
infinite. It could also be possible to be able to draw mathematical shape of all sacred things through
drawing the mathematical shape of Christian God.



