





Transition from the Jomon to the Yayoi period in the Novthern Kipushu and Yamaguchi region as viewed from ritual tooth ablation and skeletal morphology
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Fig. 2 Location of the sites in northern Kyushu, where human skeletal remains were recovered.
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[Who were the first rice agriculturalists in Japan?]

The main question concerning the transition from the Jomon to the Yayoi Pe-
riods in the NK-Y region has been the lack of skeletal materials belonging to the
time immediately between the two periods, i.e. the final Jomon and the early
Yayoi Period. Most of the Yayoi skeletons collected so far in this region represent
the middle Yayoi period. Material from the early stage of the Yayoi Period or final
stage of the Jomon Period is totally lacking. Therefore, we know few details of the
transition period. For example, it is unclear when the new physical features asso-
ciated with the Yayoi people, described above, first appeared in this region, or
who the first rice agriculturalists in Japan were. Clarification of the people who
are associated with the new culture, i.e. the Yayoi Culture, is critical when at-
tempting to discuss the origin of the Japanese.

[Dolmen Site]
Several years ago, a human skeleton from a Dolmen burial site at Shinmachi,
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