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Fig. 1 Distribution area of keyhole —shaped tombs.

opment. Nevertheless, standardized keyhole-shaped tombs can be clearly distin-
guished from Yayoi mound tombs, since keyhole-shaped tombs incorporate ele-
ments inspired by Chinese mortuary practices. These elements include construc-
tion of mounds in three-steps, an orientation of the burial with the head to the
north, and a preference for vermilion. The introduction of these new elements
from China was also accompanied by the common ritual practice associated with
haniwa, or earthenware artifacts, which were placed around the perimeter of
mound tombs. My assertion is that the introduction of new elements from China
as well as the appearance of rituals associated with haniwa indicate that the
chieftains in the area connecting the Kinai and Kibi regions formed the nucleus
of power. This gave rise to the style of ritual associated with keyhole-shaped
tombs.
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hand, were quite different from those in Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. It is very
important to note that keyhole-shaped tombs have not been found in Hokkaido
and Ryukyu. It suggests that these two regions were not part of the political sys-
tem represented by the keyhole-shaped tombs. It also means that these two re-
gions were excluded from the distribution system described above. As a result,
the subsistence practice in these two regions remained one of hunting and gath-
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Fig. 4 Six cultural zones in the Kofun period.

177









