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And say besides, that in Aleppo once,
Where a malignant and a turban’d Turk
Beat a Venetian and traduc’d the state,
I took by th’ throat the circumcised dog,
And smote him — thus.

— Othello V .11.352-356
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To be, or not to be, that is the question:
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing, end them.

— Hamlet 111.1.55-59
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ZEAMI: Motomasa! Bring your sword here! Motomasa!
(MOTOMASA enters.)

MOTOMASA: Did you call me, Father?

ZEAMI: I did. Remember, you are heir to the family and to its traditions. I want you to
cut off the head of this Buddha.

MOTOMASA: What?

ZEAMLI: It will serve as a mask in the nd contest. Don’t mark up the face. Now cut!

MOTOMASA: (after a long pause): Yes, Father. (He takes out his sword.)

MOTOYOSHI: Mother! Mother! Can’t you say something to make Father stop? The
wrath of the Buddha will descend on him. Please. Please stop him.

(TSUBAKI says nothing. She remains absolutely still.)

MOTOYOSHI: Father, you must understand. Our family is in greater and greater danger.
First because of the death of Lord Yoshimitsu, long ago, and now because of the
defeat of Lord Yoshitsugu. Mother wishes only for the peace and tranquility of our
house. She has been making prayers before this very Buddha for our safety. The term
of her vow is finished today. Knowing all this, Father, do you still want to destroy
the statue?

ZEAMI: Do you hear him, Motomasa?

MOTOMASA: Yes.

ZEAMI (softly): Cut.
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