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Though August had only begun autumn insects were already singing. He
thought he could detect a dripping of dew from leaf to leaf. Then he heard the

sound of the mountain. It was a windless night. The moon was near full, but in
the moist, sultry air the fringe of trees that outlined the mountain was blurred.
They were motionless, however. Not a leaf on the fern by the veranda was
stirring. In these mountain recesses of Kamakura the sea could sometimes be

heard at night. Shingo wondered if he might have heard the sound of the sea.
But no --- it was the mountain. It was like wind, far away, but with a depth like
a rumbling of the earth. Thinking that it might be in himself, a ringing in his
ears, Shingo shook his head. The sound stopped, and he was suddenly afraid. A
chill passed over him, as if he had been notified that death was approaching. He
wanted to question himself calmly and deliberately to ask whether it had been
the sound of the wind, the sound of the sea, or a sound in his ears. But he had
heard no such sound, he was sure. He had heard the mountain.

(= RU—=FR %A T2 RAT v 71—k 1970, The Sound of the Mountain)
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Kazu’s eyes were still on the stone staircase rising into the darkness as her
thoughts turned to death. The past piece by piece crumbled away under her feet,
and she was left with nothing to support her. If she went on in this way, there
would probably not be a single person to mourn her when she died. Reflections

on death convinced her that she must find someone she could depend on, have
a family, lead a normal life. But the only way to do this was to go through
with the formalities of love. She could not help tremble at the thought of still
further sins. Only very recently—last autumn, it was --- she had in the course
of her promenade each morning at the Setsugoan looked at the world and at
people with the same clarity as she surveyed the garden. She was absolutely
convinced that nothing could disturb her anymore. But now she wondered
if that transparency itself were not a portent of hell ... The priest with them
had explained that the Omizutori ceremony was from beginning to end a
disciplinary rite of penitence and atonement. Kazu felt a personal awareness of
what this meant. (FFIV R« F—15R 1963:71-72, After the Banquet)
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