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Abstract

Cultural Struggle and the Culture of Struggle in the Korea Minority Movement in
Japan from the Mid-1920s to the Early 1930s

Korean residents of Japan who descend from colonials who migrated to Japan during
the era of Japanese imperial rule have a different history of migration and settlement

from other people who have come to Japan from abroad. Korean residents1 modes of
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survival, also, are different, having been created in the course of struggle in the face of
discrimination. The story of their culture of struggle has received little attention in the
histories produced by their rulers, but there is copious evidence in Japanese police
records from which we can begin to reconstruct this story. These records were con-
ceived in the context of the effort by the Japanese authorities to control and “integrate”
Korean residents into Japanese society.

What Korean residents of Japan did in the spheres of culture, ethnic-based politi-
cal movements, and struggle grounded in culture changed what went on in Korea itself
in the spheres of cultural and nationalist political movements. Such changes occurred
through the medium of cultural reception, and because they were subject to suppressive
policies by the authorities, they were not so rapid. Over time, however, things became
more diverse and changes in daily life became apparent.

This paper reexamines the culture of struggle of organized groups of Korean resi-
dents in Japan who were active in the nationalist movement from the mid-1920s to the
early 1930s. I take into consideration recent work on social and cultural history as well

as the primary sources that are available to us.
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