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Abstract
The Massacre of Koreans in Mizuho Village, Sakhalin

World famous linguist Noam Chomsky, in his book Fights with Asia (1969) , criticized
the Vietnam War as “a crime against peace, humanity and social justice” quoting
Bertrand Russell’s saying that “we do not judge it, and witness it.” One might question
why Chomsky, although he is not a specialist on war and strategy, wrote such a book.
At the same time we must ask if war and peace are problems that should be left military
strategists and the armed forces.

During the Korean War, I experienced the fighting around the area of the 38th
parallel and its effects. I remember the high degree of fear and pain of war, and also the
state of blank anomie we felt. At the moment I witnessed soldiers whose objective was
to fight for peace become like animals. Murder, plunder, and sexual violence occur all
too easily in situations of anomie. Are such acts an inescapable part of war?

Investigating the “Mizuho Massacre of Koreans” slaughtered by the Japanese
rmers in a small farm village on Sakhalin Island during the war, I found it almost
unbearable to read the juridical documents of the Soviet Union.

With the defeat of Imperial Japan in the Pacific War in 1945, the Soviet force
entered Maoka harbor on August 20. False rumors that Koreans would spy for the
Soviet army spread to Mizuho Village, which was located about 40km from Maoka.
Yasuo Morishita, the chief of the retired Japanese army group in the area (a group that

included no Koreans), jumped to the conclusion that Koreans would indeed betray

209



ik CHOE Kilsung

Japanese villagers. The massacre was carried out in this context.
The book A Drama of Mizuho by K. Gaponienko is particularly precious for me.
The author based this work on official documents and interviews with many infor-

mants. [ wish to express my deep gratitude also to non-fiction writer Mr. Eidai

Hayashi, who gave me many Russian documents.
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