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Abstract
Cosmopolitan Aspects of the Korean Diaspora in the Global Context
There have been two extreme aspects for looking at the Korean Diaspora from ethnog-

raphy to policy. If we figure out the quantity of articles and published materials, the

latter ones outnumber far beyond the former. This phenomenon has been influenced
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by the extremely intensive tension between the two Koreas' political propagandizing
against each other. I would like to focus on the issue in this paper from the perspective
of the Korean Diaspora as political victims by two Koreas during the cold war era. This
political orientation inside the peninsula gives no chance to admit cosmopolitanism
entailing a greater involvement with a plurality of contrasting cultures to the Koreans
in and out.

While the North Korean side did successfully expand their political impact toward
the oversea Korean communities especially on the Japanese-Korean and even further to
Americas before the Perestroika, the South Korean side has taken over the better posi-
tion to use and control the oversea Korean communities especially on the side of the
old Soviet circle as well as China. In the Korean community in Japan, there has almost
been revolutionary conversion in terms of nationality from the North to the South. I
am not able to escape from the judgement of which this phenomenon has obviously
been influenced since the Korean war by the two Korean governments against the
oversea Korean communities in the world in order to take over the each other's politi-
cal arena. The situation could be termed as a silent battle utilizing not the bullets but
people in the field of the Korean Diaspora.

Cosmopolitanism has been a critical perspective to understand the transnational sit-
uations in terms of business as well as political sectors in the context of global net-
works. Diaspora as a human phenomenon connects naturally into plurality and multdi-
cultural experiences to the people in that position without doubt. Even in the intensive
tension in the Korean peninsula, cosmopolitan events have also been caught up, for
example, the on-going case of the Soga family including the US army deserter Mr.
Jenkins clearly being tied up with Korean peninsula as well as the Korean Diaspora in
another sense. It is a complex case of multicultural and multinational with various lev-
els of emotional aspects. I would consider this Soga family case as a part of the Korean
Diaspora in the context of cosmopolitanism. Otherwise, we are possibly going to be
faced with losing the opportunity to understand explosively growing phenomena of
diaspora in the global society.

People in the situation of diaspora have been acting as the role of frontiership for
cosmopolitanism. Would it be possible for us to consider the diaspora phenomenon as
human assets in the context of cosmopolitanism ? One thing for developing this idea
not to forget is the perspective that "cosmopolitanism is not a way of becoming a local,

but rather of stimulating local knowledge"(Hannerz's terms).
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