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Thetitleofthiscollectionofpapers,Obse;ハgingJapanプi"()i1'1Within,was

thethemeofasymposiumheldattheInternationalResearchCenterfor

JapaneseStudies丘omSeptember25through27,2003.Tbthismeeting,the

organizersinvitedtwenty-fournon-Japanesescholarswhoresideandwork

inJapan,whosespecializedresearchfocusesonJapan,whooftenorusually

presenttheresultsoftheirresearchinEnglish.1Thiswasthefifthconference

ofthissortconvenedatNichibunkensince2000-thefifthtimewehave

gatheredagroupcomprisedmostlyofforeignscholarsresidentinJapanto

discussvariousissuesinthefieldofJapanesestudies.InMarch2000we

broughttogetherpeople,mostlyWesterners,whoworkinEnglish;in

February2001wegaveprimacytoscholarswithKoreannationalitywho

resideandworkinJapan;inJanuary2002weinvitedChineseresearchers

residentinJapanandalsosomeguestsfromChina;andinSeptember2002

weonceagainbroughttogetheragroupmadeupmostlyof

Korean-backgroundscholars.Z

11nadditiontothetwenty -fourparticipantsinvitedfromoutsideNichibunken
,eleven

scholarsfromthisCenter(sixofthemnon-Japanese)wereinvolvedasdiscussantsor

chairpersons,andanumberofvisitorsattendedvarioussessions.Nichibunken's

OfficeofResearchExchange(kaigaikenky瑢�y皛hitsu海 外 研 究 交 流 室)takes

responsibilityfororganizingthesesymposiafornon-Japanesescholarswholivein

Japan.
zThethemeofthefirstco

nferencewas"JapaneseStudiesaftertheBurstingofthe

EconomicBubble";thiswasaone-daymeetingandtherewasnorelatedpublication .

PapersfromthesecondsymposiumforforeignscholarsresidentinJapanwere

publishedunderthetitleSekainoNihonkenky�2001:KodaniokeruNihonkenky�

nogenzai世 界 の 日 本 研 究2001:コ リ ア に お け る 日 本 研 究 の 現 在(International

ResearchCenterforJapaneseStudies,2002).Thethemeofthethirdsymposiumwas

"Nitch瑢ankeinonijusseikiofurikaeru"日 中 関 係 の 二 十 世 紀 を ふ り か え る
,and

papersfromthemeetingwerelaterpublishedinthejournalAjiay琦akuア ジ ア 遊 学,

no.41(June2002)andno.44(September2002).Thefourthconferenceinthisseries,


