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Introduction

Forfiveyears,Ihavebeenconductingfieldworkonthemultilingual,

multiethnicandmulticulturalcommunityoftheBoninIslands.Iam

workingwiththe"Western"islandersofOgasawaratohelpthemrecord

andretaintheirlinguisticandculturaluniqueness.Theislandersareinthe

exceptionalpositionofbeingJapanesecitizenswithanon-Japanese

heritage.

History

TheBoninIslandslayuninhabiteduntilPacificIslanderwomenand

EuropeanandAmericanmenfromwidelyvaryinglinguisticbackgrounds

settledthereinthe1830s.AformofPidginEnglishwastheircommon

language,andinthefollowingdecadescreolizationoccurredasthechildren

bornandraisedinthislanguageenvironmentacquiredthisastheirnative

language.Almostahalfcenturylater,Japanclaimedtheislandsandahuge

influxofJapanesesettlersensued.Inthefaceofincreasingin-migration

fromJapan,thesettlersdevelopedacommonidentitybasedontheirshared

heritage,familialrelatedness,useofEnglish,andespousalofChristianity.

TheyprobablywouldhavebeenassimilatedintoJapaneseculture,but

followingWorldWarII,theUnitedStatesNavytookcontroloftheislands,

allowingonlythoseislandersofnon-Japaneseancestry("Western"

ancestry;inJapanese,Obeikei)tolivethere,conductingeducationin

English,andtherebyre-instillinginthemasenseofnon-Japaneseness.

SincethereversionoftheislandstoJapanin1968andtheheavyinfluxof
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ethnic-Japanese,theseislandershaveonceagainfoundthemselvesina

minoritystatus.

Figure:LocationoftheBoninlslands
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LinguisticsFieldResearchontheIslands

Imademyfirstresearchtriptotheislandsinthefallof1997andhave

justreturnedfrommyfourteenthtrip.Thepurposeofmyfirsttripwasto
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investigatestoriesIhadheardthattheislands,duetotheirlongand

somewhatextremeisolation,werehometoanoldformofNewEngland

U.S.English.Iquicklyrealized,however,thatinasituationlikethatfound

ontheBonins,languageisolationandlanguagecontactweretwosidesof

thesamecoin.Inotherwords,whenspeakersofdifferentlanguagesor

dialectsformaclosedcommunitysuchasthis,theyarebothisolated丘om

thespeechofoutsidersandat(precisely)thesametimeinintensecontact

(Long1998).EvidenceindicatesthataContactVarietyofEnglish(Pidgin

and,later,Creoloid)developedontheislands(Long1999).Manyother

English-basedpidginsandCreolesdevelopedthroughoutthebroadPacific

laterinthenineteenthcentury,andsharemanycommonfeaturesbecause

therewascontactamongtheirspeakers.TheBoninvarietyofEnglish,

however,whileinfluencedbythePacificIslandlanguageswhichwerethe

mothertonguesofmanyoftheoriginalsettlers,seemstohavedeveloped

largelyinisolationfromthese(Long2000).Atthesametime,twentieth-

centuryBoninEnglishstillmaintained(andmaintains)manycharacteristics

ofNewEnglandEnglish(Trudgilletal.forthcoming;LongandTrudgill

2003).WiththearrivalofJapaneseinthelatterpartofthenineteenth

century,thelinguisticsituationontheislandbecameevenmorecomplex,

andtheOgasawaranJapaneseitselfseemstobeaKoine(i.e.,amixture)

formedfromthevariousJapanesedialectsthatwerebroughtin(Longed.

2002).TheoriginalislanderslearnedJapaneseinschoolandbecame

bilingual(Longforthcominga).Intheearlytomidtwentiethcentury,the

useofbothJapaneseandEnglishbytheislanderscoalescedand

crystallizedintheformofthe"OgasawaraMixedLanguage,"whichusesa

basicallyJapanesesentence .structure,butheavilyloadedwithEnglish

lexicalitemsandevenEnglishgrammaticalelementsintheformofEnglish

phrasestructure(Longforthcomingb).

MaintenanceofaSeparateIdentity

Socio-culturalfactorsarecloselyrelatedtolanguageusageanywhere,

buttheyareespeciallyinterestingontheBonins(Long2004a).The

formationofauniqueandhomogeneousidentityisapivotalfactorin

understandingtheislandsandthemaintenanceofthisidentityistied
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closelywiththemaintenanceoftheEnglishlanguage(Long2004b).

Moreover,thereareislandcommunitiesaroundtheworldwithwhichwe

cancompareandcontrasttheBonins,andindoingsodeepenour

understandingofeachofthecommunities(Long2001)

TheWesterners'senseofuniqueidentityisduetoseveralinterrelated

factors.(1)Historical-TheirancestorsarrivedbeforetheJapaneseinthe

earlynineteenthcentury.(2)Genealogical-Theyhavenon-Asianphysical

characteristicsandtheycantracethesebacktotheircommonancestors.(3)

Experiential-Notonlydidtheirancestorshaveuniqueexperiences,but

theythemselveshavesharedexperiences,namelylivingundertheU.S.

Navyadministration,butalsosomesufferedracismfromtheJapanese

duringthePacificWar,manywenttoschoolinGuam,andsoon.(4)

Cultural-Theyknownon-Japanesesongsanddances,useuniquefishing

methodsandcanoes,practiceChristianityandsharesomeceremonialicons

suchasfloralfuneralwreaths,havetheirownwaysofcooking("wedon't

putsugarinourturtlestewliketheJapanesedo"),andsoon.(5)Linguistic

-TheyshareEnglishandHachij�麒nfluencedJapanese .TheyretainWestern

familynamesandgivennames.Theexperientialfactormaybethe

significantofthese.SeveralethnicJapanesemenandwomenmarried

WesternersandlivedontheislandthroughouttheNavytime.Thesepeople

clearlydonotshareacommongenealogy,andgenerallycannotspeak

Englisheither,buttheyareconsideredObeikei,bythemselves,byother

Obeikei,andbyethnic-Japaneseaswell.

ExperiencesWorkingwiththeCommunity

WhenIfirstbeganworkingwiththeBoninIslanders,many(ifnot

most)wereembarrassedaboutthewaytheytalkamongstthemselves(a

speechvarietysometimesreferredtoasshimakotoba.Manyislanders

couldnotunderstandwhyIwantedtogotothetroubletostudysomething

theyregardedas"bad"and"fullofmistakes."Thislinguisticinsecurityis

quitecommonaroundtheworldinspeechcommunitieswhichdon'thappen
tospeakthelanguagevarietywhichothershavedeclared"Standard."Inthe

Bonins,reasonsforlinguisticinsecurityincludethefollowing:
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●Nc)n-use(～ プ乃oηo厂哲c507ρ01舵 プb厂η25.Anislanderrecentlytoldmeof

troubleshehadatherworkplacewhenshereferredtoherbossasomae.

This,alongwithyou,isthedefaultsecond-personpronounontheisland

andcanbeusedtowardsanyone,butthisdifference丘omStandard

Japaneseobviouslycausesproblemsininteractionbetweenislandersand

non-islanders.

●Useofnon-standardJapaneseノ ～)rms.ThevarietyofJapanesefbundon

theBoninsisaKoine,thatis,amixtureofvariousmainlandJapanese

dialects.ItisespeciallyinfluencedbytheHachij�imadialect.Duetoa

strangehistoricaltwistoffatetheWesternersofOgasawaranowretain

moreelementsoftheHachij�ialectthantheirethnicJapanese

counterpartsdo.Thathistoricalsituationgoeslikethis.DuringtheMeiji

period,ethnicJapanesesettlersfromHachij�imasettledontheislands,

sometimesintermarryingwiththeWesterners.ToanextenttheJapanese

thattheWesternersheardaroundthem,andthusacquired,wasthe

Hachij�ialect.AfterWorldWarII,thedescendantsoftheseHachij�

settlerswerenotallowedbackontheisland(onlytheWesternerswere).

LivinginmainlandJapanforaquarterCenturyresultedintheirlosing

theHachij�ialect.Meanwhile,backontheBonins,theWesterners

werelivinginrelativeisolationfromJapan,withafewdozenNavymen

andtheirfamilies.TheWesternersusedEnglishwhentheyinteracted

withtheNavyorwhentheywenttoGuamwheretheyattendedhigh

school.TheyusedJapanese,eitherbyitselforasanelementofthe

MixedLanguage,whenspoketoeachother,andthisJapanesewas(and

stillis)chockedfullofHachij�ialectwords.TodaytheHachij�麑ei

(descendantsofHachij�ettlers)havereturnedtotheislands,butitisan

ironictwistoffatethatifyouwanttoheartheHachij�ialecton

Ogasawaratoday,itistheWesternersandnottheHachij�麑eitowhom

youmustspeak.

●LanguageMixing.TheWestemersmixJapaneseandEnglishwhenthey

spe潴,andthismixingitselfisseenasabadthing.DuringtheNavy

administrationoftheislands,theyhadbeenencouragedtospeak"good

English"andhadbeendiscouragedfrommixingEnglishandJapanese.

AfterthereversiontoJapan,theywereencouragedtospeak"good

Japanese"andagaindiscouragedfrommixingthelanguages.
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Technically,whattheislandersarespeakingshouldnotbeviewedasa

mixofEnglishandJapanese,butratherasasingle,unifiedlanguage

system(aMixedLanguage)whichconsistsofelements丘omEnglish

andJapanese.Wecandrawthisconclusionbasedonseveralfacts.(1)

BoninIslandersborninthemidtwentiethcenturywilltellyouthatwhat

theyspokeinthehomewiththeirbrothersandsisterswas"Japaneseand

Englishmixedup."Inotherwords,theMixedLanguagewastheirfirst

language;theirnativetongue.TheylearnedtospeakStandardEnglish

andStandardJapaneseafterthis,astheirsecondandthirdlanguages

acquiredatschool.Eventoday,someofthesepeopleteaseeachother

thattheystillcannotspeakproperEnglishorproperJapanese,anditis

truethatsomeoftheislanderswhohaveneverlivedoff-islandaremuch

lesscomfortablespeakingEnglishorJapanesethantheyarespeakingthe

MixedLanguage.(2)Moreover,theOgasawaraMixedLanguageclearly

hasitsowngrammaticalrules,justasStandardFrenchorKyoto-benor

MelanesianPidginEnglish.Therearewaysthatyoucanandcannotmix

EnglishandJapaneseonOgasawara.Forexampleyoucansay"Me-ra

muguttayo,abouttenmeteN,漉10ηgπ3如3腕 航o厂 〃o"o白b,"butitwould

bestrange(ungrammatica1)tosaysomethinglike"Wewadivesuru-ed

juumetesandtoru-edalotofise-ebiyo."Eventhoughbothsentences

mixJapanesewordsandgrammaticalelements,theformerisperfectly

normal(grammatical)exampleoftheBoninIslanders'language,while

thelatterissimplyweirdandprobablyincomprehensible.

Inthepastyearortwo,however,Ihavebeguntonoticedramatic

changesintheattitudesoftheislanderstowardsthewaytheytalk.Igavea

lectureontheislandacoupleofyearsagoonthelinguisticsituation.In

attendancewerethreeWesternersoftheNavygeneration.Duringthelively

questionandanswerperiod,oneoftheseraisedherhandandstoodup.
Afterkindlythankingmeforastimulatingtalk,shesaid,"Me-rawajibun-

ranolanguagenimottopridewomotanakucha."Theaudienceburstinto

applauseandsheintotears.Today,morethanafewoftheislandersgreet

mewhenIgetofftheboatwavingsnippetsofpaperonwhichtheywritten

uniqueislandwordstheyhaverememberedandjotteddownjustforme.
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AdvantagesIMayHaveHadOveraNativeJapaneseResearcher

Iaminapositiontosaythingslike,"Teachmesomeislandnamesof

plantsandanimals"becauseIasanoutsider,donotknowthem.Beingable

tospeakEnglishisanadvantageinworkingwiththeislanders.Manyenjoy

theoppo血mitytospeaktomeinEnglishseveraltimesayear,becausethey

feeltheirEnglishhas"gottenrusty"andthisistheirchancetobringitout

anddustitoff.BeinganAmerican(andnotJapanese)isanadvantage.I

havetakenbilingualJapanesepeoplealongoninterviewswithme,but

manyislandersfeeloddspeakingEnglishwiththemandautomatically

switchintoJapanese.Moreover,morethanafewoftheWesternersharbor

unpleasantmemoriesoftheJapanese-howJapanesehurledracialslursat

themduringthewar;howJapanesejournalistsmadenewsoftheirinability

toreadandwriteJapanese,oreventospeaktheStandardvariety,etc.Thus

whileIwouldneverdoanythingtostirupthesefeelings,Iaminthe

positiontoprovideasympatheticearfortheislanderswhowanttohave

theirstoriestold.Atthesametime,itmust.bepointedoutthatsome

islandersfeelbetrayedbytheU.S.governmentwhogavethemalmostno

waningbeforeabruptlyturningthemandtheirislandbackovertoJapanin

1968.

Conclusions

TheBoninIslandersarepeoplewholivewithinJapanesesociety,but

donotseethemselvesascompletelybelongingtoit.Aftertwentyyearsof

living,studying,andworkinginJapan,IfeelmoreathomeherethanIdo

intheUnitedStates.YetIknowthatnomatterhowlongIliveinJapan,I

willneverfeel"Japanese"(norhaveIeveraspiredtosuchagoal).In

workingwiththeBoninIslanders,Ihavegainednewinsightsintomyown

roleasaforeignscholarworkinginJapan.
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