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1. This publication includes photographic
teproductions of the entire otiginal work,
including the cover.

2. The transcription reproduces the exact original
texts. However, punctuation marks, annotations,
and other supplementary aids have been added

to facilitate reading,
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Toko no okimono (Tteasures of the Alcove)

By Hishikawa Moronobu

Woodblock printed (sumigur) book (28.6 x 18.8 cm.), one volume
Publisher: Kashiwaya

Date: ca. 1681-1684

According to the publication data recorded at the end of this volume, the artist was Hishikawa
Kichibei, and the publisher was Kashiwaya in Sakai-cho, Edo. No date appears in the introduction
or at the end of the book, but Hayashi Yoshikazu, in his Enpon kenkyn: Moronobu, states that it was
probably published in the Tenwa era (1681-1684). Since Hayashi had never seen an original, this
volume can be regarded as a rare book.

There are no missing or mixed up pages in the Nichibunken volume; the complete set of thirteen
pages are all present. The book is constructed as follows: a half-page introduction, twelve double-
page illustrations, and a half-page colophon. Because the cover is a later addition, there is no title.
In the upper part of each page are scenes of men and women making love, but the subjects do not

seem to be related to the illustrations below.
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Treasures of the Alcove

Of human intercourse there are many sorts. Erotic tales about the pleasures that unfold in the
bedroom—pleasures which make one forever forget all sorrow—are as endless as the grains of sand
on a beach. In olden times, there was a lover of love named Sakuzo. To console his wife while he
was away, he had a wooden statue made of his tool and left it with her as a keepsake. It made her
feel as if he were with her, and she affectionately named it “Sakuzd.” People of later ages, impressed
by the luster of tradition in this statue, took to calling the living tool Sakuzd as well. Some are born
with knowledge of these things, others acquire the knowledge by study. But in what they end up
doing as Confucius taught, the two do not differ. And so we have named this Treasures of the Alcove,

thinking it may help us learn from the wisdom of the past.
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Middle Lady-in-Waiting 1: Is it good?

Middle Lady-in-Waiting 2: Somehow it’s not as good as the real thing,
High Lady-in-Waiting 1: It looks wickedly delightful! I'm jealous.
High Lady-in-Waiting 2: T think I’ll ask to join.
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Principal Maid 1: I'm a bit embarrassed, but I want to have a look, too.

Principal Maid 2: Yours really is quite fine—so trimly shaped!
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Principal Maid 1: This dildo is too thin.
Principal Maid 2: I’ve gone three times.

Principal Maid 3: Thrust it harder.
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Principal Maid 1: Out turn, our turn!
Principal Maid 2: No, no!
Principal Maid 3: Hurtry up! Let us have our turn.

Male Servant: Pretty great, right?
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Epilogue: Above, then, is our Treasures of the Aleove, a collection of erotic prints that we have assembled

and published with little heed to consistency.
Artist: Hishikawa Kichibei
Publisher: Kashiwaya Yoichi, Sakai-cho
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