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1. This publication includes photographic
reproductions of the entire original work,
including the covet.

2. The transcription reproduces the exact otiginal
texts. However, punctuation marks, annotations,
and other supplementary aids have been added

to facilitate reading,
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Danjo aishé wagé no en (The Sexual Compatibility of Men and Women)

By Hishikawa Moronobu

Woodblock printed (s#mizuri) book (27.0 x 19.0 cm.), one volume
Publisher: Kashiwaya

Date: 1678

The volume in Nichibunken’s collection lacks publication data, but the vetsion introduced by
Hayashi Yoshikazu in his Enpon kenkysi: Moronobu includes the following postsctipt: 1678, published
by Kashiwaya Niemon, Kodenma san-chome; painter - Hishikawa Moronobu. If one compares the
illustration “Man-Earth Woman-Earth” introduced by Hayashi to the same one in the Nichibunken
version, they appear to be from the same woodblock. Thus this volume must also be from the hand
of Hishikawa Motonobu, published in 1678, by Kashiwaya in Edo’s Kodenma-cho.

The title on the cover of the Nichibunken volume reads Danjo aishé wago no en: gen (The Sexual
Compatibility of Men and Women: Complete), but in the vetsion reproduced in Enpon kenkyi:
Moronobu, the title appears as Ehon zatsusho makura (Treasure-house of Miscellaneous Illustrated
Books). Publishers at that time would often change the title when something was republished, even
if the contents were the same. The dispatity here is presumably the result of such circumstances.

This book categorizes sex between men and women according to the theory of the five phases.
The respective sexual encountets are announced in the headnotes, with pictures related to them
below. The theory of the five phases detives from ancient Chinese philosophy, and hypothesizes the
five phases of wood, fire, earth, metal, and water as the dynamic foundation of all things. The
transitions from wood to fire, fire to earth, earth to metal, metal to water, and water to wood wete
considered ties of mutual birthing (sashd). The “victories” of wood over earth, earth over water,
watet over fire, fire over metal, and metal over wood were considered relations of mutual conquest
(sokokn). Accordingly, it was propitious if the phases in a relationship of mutual birthing were
combined; if a pair was opposed by mutual conquest, the combination was deemed unharmonious
and thought to result in misfortune. In his later years (1687), Moronobu produced the three-volume
set Sange aisho makura (Treasure-house of Matches over Three Generations). It can be surmised
from the title that this book has the same plot as Danjo aishd wago no en, but the text at the beginning
is more detailed. Some of the illustrations in the Nichibunken volume have colot, which was
presumably added by hand by a previous ownet.

Finally, the Nichibunken volume is missing three leaves: 1) the left page to “Man-Metal Woman-
Fire,” the right page to “Man-Metal Women-Earth;” 2) the left page to “Man-Water Woman-Metal;”
3) the right half of “Man-Water Woman-Metal;” 4) the left half of “Man-Water Woman-Metal;”

and 5) the final page with the publication information.
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Man-Wood Woman-Fire: Auspicious Ending

One needn’t be overly concerned with the compatibility or incompatibility of dispositions. It is
said that since men of this sort are prone to teats, they are ruled by the whims of their women.
And indeed, it may be so. What mattets in a woman is not appeatance, but an affectionate heart.

A clinging woman, however, can be hard to bear.
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Man-Wood Woman-Wood: Auspicious Beginnings, Inauspicious Endings

During the newlywed period, the fires of passion are strong, the couple attends regulatly to its
nightly duties, and any complaints are easily forgiven. If, when the man feels slight waning in his
powers, he fortifies himself with eels and eggs and the like, relations will remain good from start to

finish.
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Man-Wood Woman-Metal: Inauspicious Ending

It may well be true, as they say, that the wife of a man who straddles two women invariably takes on
a lovet. The man sneaks off to see his mistress after humoring his wife, and the woman sends off
her husband on some pretext and invites in her lover. As these maneuvers are repeated, the truth

comes to light and both find themselves embarrassed.
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Man-Fire Woman-Fire: Supremely Inauspicious

A certain man, giving free reign to his desires, was engaging in sex in broad daylight when his child
appeared. He chased the child off by pretending to be a demon. As he repeated this ploy, however,
the child became accustomed to it and came to plead with the nursemaid to see the frolicking
demon. Fire and fire are given to fierce clashes, but if encounters are spaced out, relations can

remain harmonious to the end.

19 ZEJIME (1)



BRXEH KL

g8 ®

TWO<LE RUES O T QO AHIURAE

& 3
OO T S AU AR08 D M DL i (S
* (@ R) % *
VONSLE Q&P ONHS R INHE

*

DRSNS RN SR
37 K S QF-DI N~ M0 AR
| P 50 1 ) A0 A A rQ B U SQ KR (7
BRRlLOUERNSD® D QUD~~°
% TR SN ] S0 HEKDHV°
* THUPQ] PO | HU°
* TO&R#O0) M) QEEHKEE 1)) BERKR

1XQ00 1) AT 40
* R ROQEWL KESKL=®

&l 20

=
L3

4

% ZtatERn



Man-Fire Woman-Earth: Very Propitious

“When the vital spirits are vigorous,” said a wise man, “all absorbing sex continues strong through
times both sad and happy, and any quarrels are quickly forgotten. As the interval between pleasures
becomes more distant, so does the relationship between the couple. In short, the wife who doesn’t
neglect her duties for even a single night knows all that she needs to know.” Nothing could be more

true.
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Man-Fire Woman-Wood: Very Propitious

One must not contravene against the precepts set down since antiquity by the avatars of the Law.
There was once a couple of this pairing who enjoyed each other with ceaseless delight. Thanks to
this, perhaps, they grew wealthier by the day and were never in want. However, they remained ever

circumspect in their behavior. Which is how things should be.
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Man-Fire Woman-Metal: Extremely Inauspicious, but Half Auspicious

Patience is essential in all matters, but nowhere is it more critical than in the relations between
husband and wife. Even in the worst pairings, the start of a relationship is usually untroubled. With
repeated intimacies, the woman’s sex becomes looser and fades in attraction, and the man’s
protuberance gradually loses mass. When sex for the woman becomes an expetience like a thin

paper thread tickling around the nosttils, each finds the other wanting,
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Man-Fire Woman-Water: Supremely Inauspicious

The man is yang, and the woman is yin. Fire governs yang, and water governs yin. Given that the
intercourse of the husband and wife lies at the root of the harmony of yin and yang, what is wrong
with water conquering fire? Through fierce combat with his wife, his sexual adversary, the man’s
kidneys are depleted of the vital essence of life. If the man refrains from sex, however, the woman’s
frustrations overflow, and she becomes relentless in her hectoring. People say that nothing will

poison one’s life more than a woman given to lechety or hystetical fits. And indeed, this may be true.
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Man-Earth Woman-Earth: Happy Beginnings, but Unhappy Endings

Pethaps it is among the lower classes that the match in dispositions matters most. As most martiages
among the upper classes follow upon the directives of one’s superiors, even where the match in
dispositions is impetfect, it is rare for relations to be bad. The lower classes, for their part, copulate
like dogs, hete on the veranda, thete in the alleyways, getting it on with promises of marriage. Later,

though, the incompatibilities come to the fore, and most relationships end badly.
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Man-Earth Woman-Metal: Very Propitious

When I said that there is nothing more marvelous in the world than a happily married couple,
someone remarked, “Since metal is born from earth, as a man uses his tool and bores into the
woman’s hole night and day, he strikes a vein of riches. The woman, for her part, is delighted. All

desites are fulfilled.”

31 EJIEE (1)



BRHEK KEL0O

RSO OV O 88 ST
(o ®)

S0~ v QBT K2 | B L L0

* *

OLT 11HVAUOPhe® (EONEK
() * GO G)!

MNLBEODLS WU HER 0
G

QA DLV RV LS D RV

(@) (¢ m®)

QMR LD EQ L D47

(K @ W) (49)

AP IOEMNEDE (Hraom® HiQA

*
IR NVEFEINe] )i GRS CFEPIE (PR ¥

(%)
SRR R (e O°

* T BIEHO) HIGERLS< UV EERE
RS < Qim°

* TUQEHQ| IhadsQ® 1)) B8 080 QHk°

* TEODQ Oy (BELQHKE) D OvaveHK
1) A Q #Iad®

] 32

=R
/5\'/\%

[ ZeratERnY



Man-Earth Woman-Water: Very Inauspicious

So here we have a pretty maiden. A man sweet-talked her for a while, and the woman, fully eager
herself, let him have his way once or twice. The two blended wonderfully like s4is0 and pickled plums
and they became man and wife, foregoing the formalities of a go-between. In principle, it is true, the
two were badly matched, but they lived happily together to an old age, perfectly content. No doubt

this was because the man had an extraordinaty tool and applied himself with exceptional skill.
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Man-Earth Woman-Wood: Semi-Auspicious

One observes in the world that unnecessary troubles atise rarely among the unlettered. In general,
as men and women learn the ways of the wotld and read about the different feelings and actions of
people in the past, their hearts are stirred by idle notions. Thus in the midst of exchanging intimacies,
they will pick on words and remark reproachfully, “That isn’t the sort of thing that people say.”

Marriages formed amid such quibbling can be rocky. In these matters, silence is best.
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Man-Earth Woman-Fire: Very Propitious

If the relations between a married couple are beyond censure, they also lack excitement. Those
carrying on hidden affairs pass bundles of secret missives, tesent the nights that they cannot meet,
and grieve over partings ending the nights they spend together. What is more exciting than successfully
to contrive a place to meet, and then to await the next tryst with bated breath? The casual sex of
maids and serving girls knows no such pleasures. On the other hand, since the roots of love lie in

sex, sex Is a good statt.
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Man-Metal Woman-Metal: Very Inauspicious; Happy Beginnings, but Bad Endings

Reflections on the spirit of the verse, “Fields of Musashino, don’t burn today.” A certain man
absconded with a young maiden. As orders wete issued to pursue them, they were forced to hide in
the grass, and soon fell into each other’s arms. Young and hot-blooded, the two burned with fiery
passion. Was it the fire of their passion that burned the fields? The site is known today as Yakenogahara

(Burned Fields). Natihira, too, no doubt recalled this ancient tale.
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Man-Metal Woman-Wood: Supremely Inauspicious

He said, “Why is it that there are differences in flavor, when all holes, in so far as they are holes,
should offer the same taste?”” To which the woman replied that, “A man’s thing also comes in
different varieties.” “T take it, then, that you’ve met up with many rare varieties.” Upon which, it
seems the woman blushed, some hidden recollection surfacing on her face. In inauspicious paitings

of this sort the woman inevitably takes on lovers.
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Man-Metal Woman-Water: Very Propitious

A certain man took on a bride. Having paid due attention to compatibility, he got on exceptionally
well with her. As he enjoyed constant relations with her, his kidneys became depleted and his thing
became quite useless. Whereupon their relations detetiorated and their quatrels never ceased. Which
goes to show no matter how inauspicious the pairing, a couple in which the man’s thing is vigorous,
long and thick, won’t fall into discord. “A big thing is more to be envied than big fortune,” people

say. It may well be so.
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Man-Metal Woman-Fire: Very Inauspicious

The wife of a certain person would begin to whimper whenever she had sex, and as she approached
climax, she would let out high pitched squeals. As the man, mindful of the neighbors, would desist

for four or five days, the woman complained, asking why . . .[left page missing]
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[right page missing: Man-Metal Woman-Earth]

... and the woman said, “Give me that cock once more.” When the blind minstrel responded as if
she had addressed him, the woman said, “No, I wasn’t talking to you, but just asking if it was time
for the cock to crow.” “Don’t worry, dawn is still far away.” So saying, the minstrel said goodnight

and left the couple to themselves. He was doubtless a man accustomed to close shaves.
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Man-Water Woman-Water: Semi-Auspicious

Someone explained: “When the man is water and the woman is water, you have a couple who can go
with the flow, so their intetcourse is ever fluent. But there is always something fake about imitators
and non-professionals. It’s enough, they think, to shave one’s hairy triangle. There is a different
bodily etiquette for professional courtesans, but confusing the properties of bodily etiquette, non-
professional women think that they become fashionable just by plucking the hairs of their bush.
This practice—when one considers that girls who are hairless at eighteen or nineteen are as rare as

the eyelashes of lepers—is pretty disgusting”
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Man-Water Woman-Wood: Very Propitious

Just as wood floats on water, this is an enviable paiting in which the couple enjoys sex with the
woman on top. From antiquity, many women have proven their devotion to men who have exhausted
their fortunes; still, those devoted to ugly men are rare. Beauty and wealth are determined by karma.
And so it goes with good fortune in the wotld. What is more wonderful than beautiful women and

handsome men finding each other and uniting? An ugly man with a fine woman will be ever anxious.
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Man-Water Woman-Fire : Very Inauspicious

People shun this pairing saying, “Water conquers fire. One should avoid it at all costs.” But no
matter how good a pairing may be, if the woman is wealthy and the man poor, and if, further, the
man is equipped with just a tiny pecker, quartels between them will never cease. However bad the
pairing may be, if the man is endowed with a strong, thick thing, and night after night he presses
himself upon the woman, unflagging, five, six times without a break, relations between the two will

surely remain good. For it is above all from nocturnal dealings that quartels arise.
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Man-Water Woman-Earth: Very Inauspicious

According to a certain person, most quarrels between couples spring from jealousy. A man of
means seeks out every chance to sample different women, and this gives rise to endless quarrels.

And even ordinary gitls . . . [left page missing]
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