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Japanese Literature stands or falls by haiku, in my opinion, but its unique characteristic makes

it a difficult matter to assess its position in world literature.
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The first edition was enthusiastically welcomed by many scholars and critics... Their favourable
reviews have encouraged me to undertake the present volume, which is intended principally for
foreign readers who have no knowledge of Japanese literature. At the same time I have added the
original verses printed in the Japanese and Roman characters for those foreign readers who have

some knowledge of Japanese literature and also for Japanese students of English.
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Traditional themes for haiku poets are counted by the thousand. A considerable number of
them are concerned with human affairs peculiar to Japan, such as The Doll’s Festival, The First
Reading in the New Year, The New Year’s Decoration Pine-Trees which would be of compara-
tively little interest to foreign readers. Moreover, most verses treating of these themes are insus-
ceptible of successful translation in English. Among the traditional themes dealing with nature, the
most popular are the cherry-blossom, the plum-blossom, the maple leaf, the harvest moon, snow,
the nightingale, the cuckoo, the skylark, the butterfly, the firefly and the cicada; and most master-
pieces of great poets have these for their subject. The natural consequence is that haiku on

these themes occupy the greater portion of the present anthology.
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The translations... are as literal as the English language will bear.
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Uberhaupt haben wir uns bemiht, moglichst nur solche Gedichte zu tbertragen, die keines lang-
atmigen Kommentars bediirfen, also keine Anspielungen auf in Europa weniger bekannte his-
torische Ereignisse oder Werke der klassischen Literatur enthalten.

.. Wir haben uns daher an bereits vorhandene Anthologien gehalten, die fiir Europaer bestimmt,

im groBen und ganzen auch dem Europaer verstandliche Gedichte enthalten... (pp.393)
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