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Zo.eﬁ as never before, let me be totally candid and tell you why I stuck the tip of my



pen into the trash heap of history and used it like a hook to pick through the rubble
and unearth the carcass of Christine de Pizan, to truss it up and tied together the
loose ends of the life of this wrinked old woman. It was because I was stirred by a
secret plan, namely, that of finding a link, of detecting a trace of a connection, be-
tween the life of Christine's Joan of Arc and that of my Yukari. Alas, this karmic
connection, this casting of a flower upon a mandala in an abhiseka ceremony de-
signed to identify one's bodhisattva, has become a tissue of lies, a figment of my
imagination, having neither truth nor fate to support its validity. This fabrica-
tion--a palimpsest of my own devising--was the product of a silly infatuation, of a
heart haunted every minute, whether awake or asleep, for the last ten years by the
vision of Yukari, of a tormented mind that sought through a process of superimpo-
sition to reshape her image into the likeness of the Maid of Orleans. Yet what I
produced in my endless tracings, in the prolix and petulant limning of my troth,
was but a pale imitation, a portrait of Yukari that bares little resemblance to Joan
of Arc. What I have written in nothing more than the record of a lovesick idiot.

The Bodhisattva. Columbia University Press, 1990. pp. 118-119.
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But for so long have the inhabitants of this island worshiped the god of rice and of-
fered the firstfruits of every harvest at his altar that even now, when times have
changed and his intermediary here on earth has been separated like chaff from the
grain and driven out as an imposter, still nothing, but nothing, has been able to
dislodge white rice from its time-honored position in the popular mind . ... Indeed
so dark and mysterious is its hold that to want something else is to violate an un-
spoken taboo . . . . Small wonder, then, that the heart and mind of this sensible
businesswoman should be troubled at the thought of having stricken rice from the
list of dishes she has to offer her customers. She knew she could brag all she

wanted about white bread and black coffee but in the end, if she did not serve rice,



her words sounded like just so much hot air. Such was her logic. The Legend of
Gold & Other Stories. University of Hawaii Press, 1998. pp. 56-57.
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... putting his hands round my neck, [Bunzo] tried to strangle me. "You drop
dead," he shouted, applying more and more pressure.

My neck seemed wrapped in cotton. I felt nothing. When I seized his wrists
and pulled them away, his brawny arms flew back looking white and forlorn in the
air as freshly pulled teeth. 1 realized that, no matter how much strength Bunzo
might have once possessed, there no longer existed any task to which he might in-
denture his hands, and by putting them to work, get a grip on life again. 1
blanched, my being iced to the core.

"What's happened, Bun? Hey, pull yourself together," I said, shaking his
shoulders.

His body, which had collapsed against mine, suddenly straightened upright,
but his eyes stared vacantly ahead, seeing nothing. He continued to let his lips

move, delivering their senseless monologue. The Bodhisattva. Columbia University

Press, 1990. p. 68.
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