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[--- although it is also true that the Japanese are a peo-
ple of very good intelligence and good memory, never-
theless, because up till the present they have had no sci-
ences, so that their minds are not exercised in specula-
tion about them as those of Europeans are, one can cer-
tainly not say that they have the ability to learn them.
It is true that they are very clever with their hands,
and very industrious, and since they use shapes and
characters when they write, and write with pens which
are strictly speaking paint brushes, and have fingers

naturally slimmer and more sensitive than ours, they

learn to paint, and to write our Latin script, more eas-

=
ily than Europeans usually do.]
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