turned to the idea of sending a daughter of the family to the palace
as a consort of Emperor Gomizuno-o, hoping for an emperor of
Tokugawa lineage. Following the Battle of Osaka (1614—1615), the
Toyotomi family and its supporters were defeated, but this forced the
Tokugawa bakufu to face the problem of the western provinces more
directly and become more deeply involved with the significance of
the emperor system.

The lecture will also present the way the introduction of these
new analytical perspectives overturns conventional understandings
of some of the well-known political institutions—the Buke sho-
hatto system of laws, the expropriation or transfer of territories of
daimy®, the policy of national seclusion, and sankin kotai (alternate
attendance at Edo castle)—that have been considered the bastions

of Tokugawa power.

“Early Modern” in the History of Thought
SUEKI Fumihiko (Professor Emeritus)

I specialize in Buddhist thought of Japan’s medieval period. In the
course of my study of this subject, I have discovered that study of
medieval times has long been viewed through the lens of modernity.
In other words, when something in medieval times is found rational
in a modern sense, it is viewed positively, whereas not found ratio-
nal, it is seen negatively. I could not but find this approach clearly
biased. I then decided to embark on taking a new critical look at
modern thought itself. I learned from my critique that modernity
itself is by no means always rational and reasonable; irrational ideas
and non-worldly proclivities going back to medieval times are alive
and well within modern thought.

This leads us next to consider what sort of age was “early
modern” —sandwiched as it is between medieval and modern. With
the advent of the modern age, the need to assert new values of the
age led to a strong tendency to emphasize the break with the past
and portray early modern thought and religion in negative terms. In
contrast, some researchers have appreciated some aspects of early
modern thought as they pioneered or laid the groundwork for modern
thought. Thus, while heretofore comparisons of early modern and
modern thought have tended to emphasize either discontinuity or
continuity, both perspectives, after all, take modern thought as their
standard of appraisal.

Early modern thought was not only different from that of
medieval times but founded on ideas distinct from those of modern
times as well. In comparison to medieval times, during the early
modern period secularization progressed and the sphere of the
worldly greatly expanded. Despite such developments, however,
the realm concealed behind such ideas cannot be simply denied as
if it did not exist. It has been thought that the early modern period
was an age of Confucianism while Buddhism had gone into decline.

That assessment, however, is mistaken, and in fact Buddhism did

Nichibunken Newsletter No. 91

ARUC. EEMICH) | FE TEBEEE % H
8T HWCHEE S NIz AN TH
D, TENRKEDOEEL TH > Tz KIRODPH
I Ko TEBREFIIHMT T2, 1)IHEFIE
EWEE X EENIcmEEDLRIE RS R
{0, REFIOBERIIIODEEL L
%5

DUF, REKFEEE, RBOUS Lins.
HHE L BEHTR Vo T E L RBIAHIEIC
DNTE, TNEDOHLWATHAZEA
TBHTEICK o THERDFE#Z—ZL T

<Az Clzo
(CeQuEES S

JSUEL DB AR I i
AR (BEBED

OB ERZEFEME LTV,
ETAN, HHDOWRZED B S BIdy
holz kid, BV, REpFRIEERo
HENEREINTETEThHS, BB,
Rt oFRIGERIGEEEERICER L&
CAHANDBE, EmLFHET A0, TNICHE
DIEVWEBEMCR BN, ZTNEERES
MLV Z T, Ao EAZEHHEY
WCRET CLICETF L, 2L THB L,
FRBERLUTHEBERLZ T TEHLI, ZTDOE
ICHRHEOROIEGHE T, JERMHIRREE
MWEZTVWBETENTh>TE T,

ZokB L, it EROMICEE >z
It &k, ED XS BRI EDOH), BMEH
WNE LIRS, miciz>T, ZOHLE %
FAR T B 72DIC, Ut & DM 7z s@mi L.
YT D EAR DR 2 5 E BN 7 2 E A AV
holee THUICH LT, —SOBIFEE .
I &R DIEER & 75 2 BN D - 72 51
EEFHMB LTz, DX ST, i EER
AT, Wik gREl B A, 2 R
TEHENDNITNHTHoTeM, EE5HIT
72 ROEAETH Tz,

U U, i e Bix s & [EFREC,
R ES BT ZMEOREEREBELE LTV
Too dTtHIIFRTH & Bz D | (LD ER,
Rt aEESN K EL Ao, LML, %
NIFESICEEZORN R ZRET ST
LT R B0, fEk, I HIZFEA DR
Ty LB EEBLIEEEZ SN TERM,
ZHUIRED T, EBIIHLEL KZ 7%

3



exercise great influence. For instance, belief in the Buddhist
ideas of karma (former lives and future lives) was widespread.
The new Shinto-related doctrines that developed in the latter
part of the early modern period, moreover, attempted to revive
non-rational elements rejected by Confucian rationalism. Thus,
the early modern period witnessed the dynamic intertwining of
a wide variety of currents of thought, leading to the development
of diverse ideas.

Modern thought has now reached an impasse in many respects.
It is of great importance to take a new look at early modern
thought and try to reassess what it has to offer. How to grasp the
overall path of Japanese thought—including everything of the
early modern period—is the broad research interest that I plan to

explore from now on.
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Nichibunken’s Shunga Collection
HAYAKAWA Monta (Professor Emeritus)

In March this year I retired from Nichibunken, where I worked
for 27 years since its opening in 1987. 1 cannot thank the Center
enough for giving me the opportunity to engage freely in research
and take up various new research activities as well. What 1
appreciate most of all is that I was allowed to continue collect-
ing shunga (“pillow pictures”) prints and books (shunpon) and
research on them. To mark my retirement, allow me here to sum
up the results of my quarter century of collection and research. I
have collected approximately 400 ukiyo-e shunga printed books
and sets of prints, and made about 16,300 digital images of them
accessible on the Nichibunken website. Also, to help the reader
appreciate the importance of the kotoba-gaki (commentaries)
and kaki-ire (monologues and dialogues) written on the ukiyo-e

shunga, the texts have been transcribed and translated into English
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