the news from Japan was transmitted, especially how the
news on the war was treated in Brazil, where Japan was
increasingly treated as an enemy country, and how the

news from Japan conflicted with the news in Portuguese.

Launch and Future of Nichibunken

Medieval Zen Text Database
ENOMOTO Wataru (Associate Professor)

The Nichibunken Medieval Zen Text Database was
launched in 2014 when Nichibunken opened its database
of the full text of the Kiige roshi nichiyo kufii ryakushii
(in the Nichibunken collection), a diary by Gido Shashin
(1325-1388), who was a leading Zen priest of Gozan
(“five mountains”) literature during the period of the
Northern and Southern Courts. (See http://db.nichibun.
ac.jp/en/category/zenseki.html) The diary is not only
Japan’s oldest extant diary by a Zen monk but also a
valuable historical record describing conditions in the
Kantd region and Kyoto during the period of Northern
and Southern courts, the process by which the Gozan
system (for selecting the five highest ranked Zen temples)
was established, the world of Gozan literature from its
beginning to completion, and so forth. The database is
a valuable tool not just for historians but for scholars of
Japanese literature and Buddhism. It may be searched in
many ways including using variant characters (itaiji)— for
example, searching using “Jii” “Hi” or “E7#” will net the
same result—or by entering original or edited text.

I might mention that this database reflects Nichi-
bunken’s efforts to support digitalization of works that
otherwise might not receive such support. Currently
large-scale databases of text for Zen-related works of
the medieval era, such as the Taisho Shinshii Daizokyo
text database, are being compiled, and these databases
include text of numerous Zen books. Text of many series
of Zen-related works is also being—or planned to be—
digitalized. The diary of Priest Gido had been published
in book form before World War II, but the possibility of
its digitalization was very low. The Nichibunken database
is to be gradually expanded mainly with quotations and
prose and poetic works from the Kamakura period and
the period of the Northern and Southern courts that have
not yet been transcribed and published and whose digita-

lization under other programs is judged highly unlikely.
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A major problem in building a database of this kind
is the shortage of persons qualified to enter the data from
the original texts. Such inputting requires a certain level
of knowledge of classical Chinese and Zen terms, but,
at least as far as [ am aware at this time, very few of the
graduate students or those with the degree can fulfill that
requirement. Commercial services are not of much help.
We hope to expand the circle of those able to cooperate
in this endeavor and an honorarium is provided for the
work. Should anyone suitable be available, please contact

us at www-admin@nichibun.ac jp.
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On Stepping into History
KUSUNOKI Ayako (Associate Professor)

A few years ago I had a chance to join other researchers
in the fields of history of foreign policy and international
politics for an interview with former prime minister Naka-
sone Yasuhiro. His lively stories about how he had sur-
vived the intense power struggle with other LDP factions
to gain the post of prime minister and had managed to stay
in power for as long as five years (1982—-1987)—very long
for a Japanese prime minister—as well as about Japan’s
foreign policy during that period were really memorable.
I felt I got a glimpse of what the 1980s were like. Com-
ing to work at Nichibunken, the founding of which was
initiated under the Nakasone administration, gives me
an odd feeling that I am somehow stepping into history.

Specializing in the history of Japanese politics and
foreign policy, I have been engaged in research mainly
on post-World War II Japanese security policy. “Security”
may sound controversial, but elucidating postwar Japanese
ideas on peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region and
on Japan’s place in that international context is a process
of tracing the intellectual roots of postwar Japanese. For
the time being, I plan to have my research focus mainly
on Japan-U.S. security relations of the 1950s.

Recently I have been interested in the relationship
between intellectual and cultural exchange and foreign
policy as well. In the field of international politics, there
is a growing tendency to attach importance to the role of
norms, ideas, and values, viewing them as one of decisive
factors in international relations. The study of diplomatic
history has indeed been under such influence. I joined the
faculty of Nichibunken in April 2015, hoping that here I
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